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For more than 25 years we’ve
been touting that Florida is
America’s most important tennis
state. Former U.S. Tennis
Association president J. Howard
“Bumpy” Frazer is credited with
originating the comment.
With the progress that continues in so many phases of the
game, the reality is that Florida is



not just America’s most important tennis state. It’s the world’s
most important tennis state.
It is home of the ATP and
WTA tours headquarters. The
two-year-old USTA National
Campus at Orlando is quickly
becoming a major focal point of
tournaments for players of all
ages and levels, for tour player
training, for college matches, for
meetings and conventions, and
this December the final stop of a
men’s legends circuit.
The Miami Open is the second-biggest tournament outside
of the four Grand Slam events.
And with the move to Hard Rock
Stadium in Miami Gardens next
year, the event is poised to regain
it’s status as the biggest nonGrand Slam tournament, switching places with the BNP Paribas
Open at Indian Wells, Calif.
The Delray Beach Open, an
ATP Tour 250 event, continues
to improve its player field and
stature.
Florida is home to numerous
pro circuit Challengers and
Futures, USTA national junior
and adult championships, and
ITF championships headlined by
the prestigious Orange Bowl and
Junior Orange Bowl, plus the
Eddie Herr International.
Add to the mix the American
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Tennis Association, the oldest
African-American sports organization in the country The ATA
has committed to building its
national
headquarters
in
Miramar, between Miami and
Fort Lauderdale. And the ATA’s
national championships, held for
several years in Fort Lauderdale,
returned to the state in August at
the National Campus and will
alternate between there and
Miramar.
Many of the world’s premier
junior coaches and academies
are based in the state. College
teams at all levels in Florida continue to produce strong players
and squads.
And in such a nomadic sport,
Florida is home or second home
to numerous pro tour players,
coaches and trainers.
Florida Tennis magazine, winner of the USTA’s National
Media Excellence Award, is in its
27th year of publishing and continues to cover all aspects of the
sport in the state. We are blessed
to have knowledgeable and experienced contributing writers and
photographers.
Art Seitz shot this issue’s the
cover photo of Serena Williams
at Wimbledon, and we have a
two-page photo essay spread of
vintage photos he has taken
while photographing all 50 years
of the U.S. Open. More than two
dozen of his photos also appear
in the USTA’s coffee table book
that chronicles the half century of
U.S. Opens at Forest Hills and
Flushing Meadow.
Also in this issue of Florida
Tennis, Cheryl Jones and Mark
Winters put perspective from a
Florida angle on Roland Garros
and Wimbledon.
Angela Buxton, a Wimbledon
doubles champion with Althea
Gibson in the 1950s, analyzes
the Wimbledon dilemma of
seemingly endless five-set matches not ending in a tiebreak. And
Nick Bollettieri looks ahead to
the U.S. Open.
Our goal is to give readers arti-

cles they won’t find elsewhere,
and Ed Krass does that with an
intriguing story about a tennis
family, the Kesslers, that has
both a son and daughter playing
on scholarship for the Florida
Gators. Krass takes us along on
the family’s venture from long
commutes for lessons and training to traveling to national tournaments and now in college.
There are interviews with the
junior coach, UF coaches and
both players.
There are countless quality junior players who live and train in
Florida and win national and
international championships.
One who stands out in an
extraordinary way is Coco Gauff,
who at age 14 won the French
Open junior girls title and is featured in this issue.
Dave Kozlowski provides an
in-depth interview with Michele
Krauss, the USPTA’s Florida
Tennis Professional of the Year.
A tennis promoter and ambassador, she spearheaded the growth
of Cardio Tennis and is cofounder of Global Education of
Cardio Tennis.
Other articles include tips on
learning how to win, and how
competition helps children.
There’s Part 3 of John Danise’s
high school columns on Change
Is Risky and Necessary. Plus a
feature on USTA Florida’s
Foundation awarding $45,000 in
community grants.
The Around the State section
includes a preview of a new
event coming to the state, the
Invesco Series QQQ circuit final
stop. It will feature four legends
with strong Florida connections:
Andy Roddick, Jim Courier,
James Blake and Mardy Fish.
And there’s a look ahead to
Chris Evert’s annual ProCelebrity event in November and
Ed Krass’s next One-On-One
Doubles tournament/concert in
October.
We welcome your comments.
Email: fltennis@aol.com or call
954-431-4069.
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By MARK WINTERS
The Championships, as Wimbledon is
known in the tennis world, was staged at the
All England Lawn Tennis Club as it has been
for the past 132 years. It is the grass court
cathedral that the game’s devotees visit each
July. “Around The Grounds” provides a look
at a variety of the fortnight’s happenings.
*By The Numbers
Feliciano Lopez, who played his 66th consecutive Grand Slam tournament and broke
Roger Federer’s record, said, “I beat him at
something “
Julia Gorges, who lost to Serena Williams,
6-2, 6-4 in the semifinals, was defeated in the
first round in seven of her last 10 appearances
in the Ladies’ competition. Previously, her
best showing had been reaching the third
round in 2012 and 2011.
At the beginning of the tournament,
Svetlana Kuznetsova of Russia had been
ranked in the Top 100 for 831 consecutive
weeks - since August 12, 2002.
* Mothers Spotlight
Williams and Victoria Azarenka of Belarus
were the leaders of those in the “Mothers
Spotlight”. Williams with 10-month old daughter Alexis Olympia on hand and Azarenka
accompanied by 18-month-old son Leo each
showed that they “still have it” by making
final-round appearances. Williams was
downed 6-3, 6-3 by Angelique Kerber of
Germany in the Ladies’ final, while Alexander
Peya of Austria and Nicole Melichar (she
named their duo “Team Happy Place”) defeated Azarenka and Jamie Murray of Great
Britain, 7-6, 6-3 for Mixed Doubles honors.
Not to be overlooked were qualifier Evgenyia
Rodina of Russia and her 5-year-old daughter
Anna, and Vera Zvonareva, another Russian
qualifier, and her 2-year-old daughter Evelyn
(or Evelina in Russian).
When she wasn’t playing, Tatijana Maria of
Romania was occupied with 4-year-old daughter Charlotte, and Kateryna Bondarenko of
Ukraine focused on daughter Karina, who
turned 5 in May. Spaniard Maria Jose
Martinez Sanchez spent her free time with
daughter Andrea, who will be 5 in November.
Mandy Minella of Luxembourg earned the top
spot in the “newest mother” category having
given birth to Emma Lina last October.
* Fantastic Facts
Rod Laver, the Gentlemen’s winner, and
Billie Jean King, the Ladies’ champion, were
saluted for winning the first Open Era
Wimbledon competition a half-century ago.
For the first time in the modern game, the
top six Ladies’ seeds, and nine of the top 10
in the draw, were not on hand for the second
week of play. More telling, none of the first 10
seeds made a quarterfinal appearance.
6

Wimbledon logo framed by Serena Williams. Photo by Art Seitz:

For the first time since 1998, three of the
Gentlemen’s Top 10 seeds - Grigor Dimitrov
of Bulgaria, Dominic Thiem of Austria and
David Goffin of Belgium - Nos. 6, 7 and 10,
lost in the first round.
All the Gentlemen’s semifinalists - Kevin
Anderson of South Africa, Novak Djokovic of
Serbia, American John Isner and Rafael Nadal
of Spain - were over 30.
The Gentlemen’s quarterfinals showcased
players from five continents - three Europeans
and two North Americans, along with one
African, Asian and South American. The only
other time that five continents were represented, in the Open Era, was 1981when three
North Americans, two Australians, and one
each from Africa, Asia and Europe appeared.
Angelique Kerber’s victory in the Ladies’
final was the first by a German woman in 22
years (Steffi Graf in 1996).
Each of the participants in the Ladies’
Doubles final was born in the Czech Republic.
Barbora Krejcikova in Brno and partner
Katerina Siniakova in Hradec Kralove. Nicole
Melichar, who plays for the US and had the
most successful Grand Slam event of her
career, was born in Brno, and Kveta Peschke,
who turned 43 on July 9, is from Bilovec.
Krejcilova and Siniakova triumphed, 6-4, 4-6,
6-0. With the championship, the Czech duo
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became the first team since Kim Clijsters of
Belgium and Ai Sugiyama of Japan, in 2003,
to win Roland Garros and Wimbledon in the
same year. (Krejcikova dedicated the victory to
the late Jana Novotna of the Czech Republic,
who won the Ladies’ singles in 1998.)
When Richard Gasquet and Gael Monfils
met in the first round, they became the only
Frenchmen to face off in all the Grand Slams
during the Open Era. Monfils won the match
7-6, 7-5, 6-4.
In only the fifth all-Italian Gentlemen’s singles contest at Wimbledon in the Open Era,
Fabio Fognini downed Simone Bolelli, 6-3, 64, 6-1 in the second round.
In an “if you blinked you missed it” contest,
qualifiers Xinyun Han of China and Luksika
Kumkhum of Thailand defeated Maria Sakkari
of Greece and Donna Vekic of Croatia 6-0, 60 in a first-round Ladies’ Doubles match in 46
minutes.
* Mike’s Time
Teaming with Jack Sock, Mike Bryan won
his fourth Gentlemen’s Doubles title 6-3, 6-7,
6-3, 5-7, 7-5 over Raven Klaasen of South
Africa and Michael Venus of New Zealand.
(Bryan and Sock had only played one other
tournament together - Queen’s this year.) At
40 years and 76 days, the right-handed half of
the twin-brother team became the oldest man
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in the Open Era to claim the prestigious prize.
With the victory, he tied Australian, John
Newcombe with 17 Grand Slam doubles
championships and upped his career total to
119. (Mike has also won championships with
Mahesh Bhupathi of India and Mark Knowles
of the Bahamas.) On July 15 he became the
oldest man ever to hold the No.1 ATP doubles
ranking.
* Nadal & 4:48
Rafael Nadal, the tic ravaged Spaniard, has
been at the top of the game for years. He is
gripped by OCD, making it essential to
embark on pre-serve rituals. He also arranges
his water bottles meticulously before each
match. His reliance on repeated sameness
may be the reason his three longest
Wimbledon matches are fixed on 4 hours and
48 minutes. This year, he downed Juan
Martin del Potro 7-5, 6-7, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 in the
quarterfinals. A year-ago, he dropped a
fourth-round contest to Gilles Muller of
Luxembourg 6-3, 6-4, 3-6, 4-6, 15-13. In
2008, he defeated Roger Federer in the final,
a match many consider one of the best of alltime, 6-4, 6-4, 6-7, 6-7, 9-7. All the contests
were settled in 4 hours 48 minutes.
* Federer & Ashe
No. 1 Gentlemen’s seeds do not often lose
after having a two-set lead. Prior to Roger
Federer being surprised by Kevin Anderson of
South Africa 2-6, 6-7, 7-5, 6-4, 13-11 in the
quarterfinals, there was only one similar loss.
Arthur Ashe was the last top seed to lose after
leading by two sets. In 1976 he fell to Vitas
Gerulaitis in a fourth-round battle 4-6, 8-9, 64, 6-3, 6-4.
* Kiki’s Vs. Williamses
The Kiki’s - Kiki Bertens of the Netherlands
and Kristina Kiki’ Mladenovic of France faced the Williamses in the third round on the
tournament’s first Friday. One Kiki won
(Bertens stopped Venus 6-2, 6-7, 7-5) and one
came up short (Mladenovic was edged 7-5, 76 by Serena).
* There Are Rules &There Are Rules
Throughout The Championships, the All
England Lawn Tennis Club refused to allow
World Cup action to be shown on the Jumbo
Tron located in front of Henman Hill/Murray
Mound. During England’s 2-1 semifinal loss to
Croatia, whenever television cameras panned
on the crowds sitting courtside, most of the
spectators had their heads down focusing on
iPhone football coverage. The AELTC did
relent a bit, by permitting announcements during breaks in Centre Court action, whenever
England scored a goal.
* Candor
For players, post-match press conferences
can be as testing as the just completed competition. Tennis journalists on deadline with stories to write take a particular angle with questions asked. Following his excruciating five-set
quarterfinal loss to Kevin Anderson of South
Africa, Roger Federer patiently responded to
8

Novak Djokovic celebrates winning men’s championship. Photo by Art Seitz.

similar inquiries time after time.
After being upset 7-5, 5-7, 6-4 by Evgeniya
Rodina of Russian, a disappointed Madison
Keys was candid in her assessment of the
third-round match. “Honestly, I think today
was a massive mishandle of nerves,” she said.
“I felt good, was up 5-2, and then I kind of felt
my mind go away and played a couple of sloppy games. All of a sudden, it’s 5-5, and that’s
when nerves hit me. Then it was just dealing
with that.”
On losing nine straight games, she added,
“Then, I was down a set and 4-0. It was a lot
easier to be, Oh, I probably should play better
now’ and do that. In the third set, when I was
down I would bring my level up and then go
up to serve and would get nervous and, I just
didn’t play well enough when it mattered.
“I was constantly playing back and forth
between playing too passive and then getting
my mind back right and playing better. “
* On The Clock
Nadal received several time violations during
the tournament, but he benefitted from the lax
enforcement of the rule (or he would have had
more). Though Wimbledon increased the time
between points from 20 to 25, Nadal regularly violated the “clock”. Other players, victims
of their own array of time consuming rituals,
also played the clock out. In the latter stages
of matches, Djokovic went into his pre-serve
trance and bounced the ball seven then nine
times prior to delivering each one. He sided
with Nadal and expressed his distaste at being
“clocked.”
* Questionable Match
Rarely does a doubles match, and certainly
not one played in the first round, earn much
notice. When Leonardo Mayer of Argentina
and Joao Sousa of Portugal vanquished the
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Chris and Jeanie Evert in the Royal Box

Spanish duo, David Marrero and Fernando
Verdasco, 7-6, 6-4, 6-7, 6-1, alarms sounded.
Pinnacle Sports, a bookmaking firm, called
attention to “irregular betting patterns.”
Initially the players were not identified, but the
specific names were provided in a New York
Times article by Ben Rothenberg, “Signs of
Possible Match-Fixing in Wimbledon Men’s
Doubles.”
Verdasco’s matches, over time, have been
on the “radar” because of betting patterns.
Marrero, in turn, drew attention when he
teamed
with
fellow-Spaniard
Lara
Arruabarrena and lost a first-round 2016
Australian Open Mixed Doubles matches 6-0,
6-3. Pinnacle suspended betting a little over
half a day after the match had been listed on
the board.
(It will be interesting to see what, if anything, the Tennis Integrity Unit (TIU) discovers).*
Laver On Nadal
Laver, as previously mentioned, was recognized by The Championships for winning the
Gentlemen’s title 50 years ago. One of the


Serena WIlliams

Five-time champion Bjorn Borg returned to Wimvledon. Photo by Art Seitz.

game’s icons, who is forever humble, he has gone out of his way to praise
today’s players. In an interview with Reuters he discussed Nadal, pointing out that the 31-year-old would have had trouble being dominant on
the grass courts of his day. The Australian said that though the
Wimbledon grass was the best that there was at the time, the bounce was
low and the grass on occasion was uneven, which would have made it difficult to hit topspin shots because the ball didn’t sit up. In addition, the
baselines in the old days were really just loose dirt and that would have
made it even more difficult to play clay court-like tennis at the AELTC.
* Final Thoughts
Surviving grueling five-set tests in the quarterfinals against Roger
Federer then in the longest semifinal in tournament history with John
Isner (whose career has been time stamped at The Championships by his
11-hour 5-minute match against Nicolas Mahut of France in 2010 and
with this 6-hour 36-minute contest), Kevin Anderson of South Africa,
who resides in Gulf Stream, Florida, was a champion though he didn’t
claim the Gentlemen’s singles trophy. He was open and very thoughtful
in his comments about his opponents (Federer and Isner) and his mindset during the matches. His play was as warm as the weather; at times it
was downright hot. Over all, his talent was in full-bloom during a memorable fortnight.

By ADAM ROSS
Serena Williams is arguably the greatest female tennis player in history. Her accomplishments are virtually unparalleled. She has won 72
WTA titles, and she was ranked Number 1 for a cumulative 319 weeks.
She is the most recent female player to have held all four Grand Slam
singles titles simultaneously, in 2002-2003 and 2014-2015.
Together with her older sister, Venus Williams, Serena is the most
recent player to have held all
four Grand Slam doubles titles
simultaneously, in 2009 2010.
She has secured 23 major singles titles.
Serena has won the
Australian Open 7 times, the
French Open on 3 occasions,
Wimbledon 7 times and she
has prevailed at the U.S Open
6 times. Williams helped the
U.S. win the Fed Cup title in
1999, the Hopman Cup in
2003 and 2008, and she won
the Olympic Gold Medal in singles in London in 2009.
Off the tennis court her philanthropic endeavors include
Serena Williams autographed 2018
Serena
Williams
the
Australian Open program courtesy of Adam
Foundation, which has helped
Ross Collection.
fund the construction of the
Serena Williams Secondary School in Matooni, Kenya, and which provides scholarships for underprivileged students in the United States.
In 2017, Williams was married and became the proud mother of a
baby girl. She is currently working towards winning her first major title
as a mom.
Adam Ross is a volunteer for the USTA Florida and the Vice-President
of the Tennis Collectors of America. He welcomes your comments at
robinadam@comcast.net.

The Most Underused
Weapon In The Game
Of Tennis
The Underhand Serve
See Our Video on
YouTube
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By ANGELA BUXTON
Top-flight South African player Kevin
Anderson re-located several years ago to Gulf
Stream in Florida to try to turn himself into a
world-class player.
By overcoming both Roger Federer and
John Isner in the quarterfinals and semifinals
at Wimbledon, respectively, in July this year,
he accomplished just that.
Nevertheless, in reaching the final against
Novak Djokovic he was overcome with fatigue
and no way could he move in the same manner as usual. He was, of course, totally outplayed by Djokovic. through no fault of his
own.
This was mainly due to his semifinal match
against Isner having to adhere to Wimbledon’s
rather outdated rule of NO TIE-BREAKER IN
THE FIFTH AND FINAL SET.
This meant that they had to continue playing ALL OUT until one player reached two
games ahead, which Anderson eventually did
by winning 7-6,6-7,6-7,6-4, 26-24.
It lasted 6 hours and 29 minutes and
Anderson was totally played out.
Understandably he simply could not move!
Had they been playing at the U.S. Open in
September, a tie-breaker would have automatically been introduced at 6-6,making it more
acceptable for both players and audience
alike.
Although the fans found it very exciting,
they nevertheless found it a very, very long
“sit” indeed, becoming more and more
uncomfortable.
Said tennis fan Chris Silk, a club secretary
from the northwest of England who had paid
393 for a pair of tickets for that day (approximately $518), “I was feeling increasingly stiff
and uncomfortable, wishing the match would
end....My bottom was literally NUMB...The
seats are very hard and close together; not
designed for comfort particularly.”
Said Tim Henman, a semifinalist several
times at Wimbledon in recent years, now on
the Committee of The All-England Lawn
Tennis Club: “The Committee will certainly be
looking into that situation in the next
Committee meeting. I doubt whether we will
introduce a tie-breaker at 6-6 like the US
Open at Flushing Meadow, but maybe at 1212 or something similar.”

Kevin Anderson serves up Wimbledon history. Photo by Art Seitz.

So basically they are looking at courts in
future that have mainly natural grass, but with
a mix of some artificial grass for re-inforcement purposes at the most vulnerable places
e.g. baselines.

* NEW SURFACE AT Wimbledon?
Due to the unexpectedly hot days. one after
the other since May with hardly any rain whatsoever, the All England Club is seriously talking about adding artificial grass to their much
worn baselines.
At present all baselines above all other parts
of their courts are showing huge signs of wear,
which is ABSOLUTELY UNACCEPTABLE to
the Committee going forwards in future years.
10
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Angela Buxton, formerly a UK No. 1 player, is a TENNIS CONSULTANT operating
both in Florida and in the UK. She can be
contacted by e-mail in both places: buxtontennis56@thotmail.com
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serving Florida Tennis since 1962
check us out at YTF-FL.ORG

2017 USPTA
HALL OF FAME
INDUCTEE

       
By CHERYL JONES
The men’s singles winner at Roland Garros
was Rafael Nadal, and it surprised no one.
The buzz that surrounded the victory began
with a bit of speculation that the Spanish
superstar might not be up for the chore at
hand. It was because of his recent defeat by
Dominic Thiem in the quarterfinals on the red
clay in Madrid, 7-5, 6-3.
As soon as the terre battue dust had settled
on Court Philippe Chatrier, Nadal had claimed
his prize, the 11th Coupe des Mousquetaires.
He took an expected symbolic bite out of the
trophy after defeating one of the relative newcomers on the circuit, Austrian, Thiem, 6-4,
6-3, 6-2 in 2 hours and 42 minutes. With the
bite that has now become his signature
acceptance of the trophy, he set aside any
speculation that he was slowing down in his
clay-domination career victories. Very soon
after the trophy was handed over, the oldest of
the Grand Slams that was this year celebrating
50 years of Open Tennis, merely a chronicle
in the history books, with a Heside comment
about the greatest terre battue competitor
ever, Rafael Nadal.
Thiem is a 24 year old who had success
before in Paris. He was the runner-up in the
Junior Boys’ competition in 2011. He is not a
member of the ATP’s latest “themed collection” of players who are known as the
NextGen. The concept was prophesied nearly
20 years ago with the ATP Tour’s “New Balls
Please” promotion. It was touted as a celebation of players who would likely climb the ladder of success with a promised new group of
top players.
The objects of that promo have lived up to
the hype, which could be viewed as a successful marketing campaign. These fellows are still
well known and they have carried their
prowess into what is presently a long-standing
reality. Now, the group of peers is aging.
According to the ATP, the NextGen is working
to overtake them. Surprisingly, the “New
Balls” players still have a tight hold on the top
layer of today’s rankings. (Nadal is one of
those guys, as is Roger Federer, Novak
Djokovic and Andy Murray.)
The draw in Roland Garros included six of
the newbies, but they were nearly all relegated
to the losing column in no time at all. Alex de
Minaur, an Australian, was pushed aside by
Kyle Edmund of Great Britain in the first
round 6-2, 6-4, 6-3. Caspar Ruud of Norway
lost in the second round to Albert RamosVinolas of Spain 6-4, 6-2, 6-4. American
hopeful Taylor Fritz lost in the first round to
Guido Andreozzi of Argentina 6-7, 6-3, 3-6,
6-2, 6-3. Stefanos Tsitsipas, a teenage Greek
sensation, lost to eventual finalist Dominic
Thiem 6-2, 2-6, 6-4, 6-4 in the second round.
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Rafael Nadal towels off en route to another title in Paris. Photo by Art Seitz.

Another US hopeful, Frances Tiafoe, lost to
Sam Querrey, a fellow American, in the first
round 6-1, 6-2, 7-6.
There was another of those NextGen guys
in play in Paris, and he managed to get to the
Round of 16. Twenty-one-year-old German
Alexander “Sascha” Zverev was the only
member of the new group who had any luck
in Paris. He was drummed out of the competition by Thiem, 6-4, 6-2, 6-1, in the quarterfinals. Zverev is virtually the best of the
NextGen and was ranked third in the ATP’s
calculations. The others have had moderate
success, but it hasn’t catapulted any of the
others into the forefront of the rankings.
Fabio Fognini is not one of the “New Balls”
guys; nor is a he a NextGen fellow. He is a 31year-old, very outspoken, Italian. On June 1,
he spoke out about all the consideration these
young men are receiving. He said, “This Next
Generation” thing is b***s***. I don’t like all
this attention.”
He went on to specifics of his claim, saying
they have yet to impress anyone at Grand
Slams, yet they are given matches on show
courts. He pointed out that “the last male
player to win his first Grand Slam tournament
while under the age of 25 was Juan Martin del
Potro at the 2009 US Open.”
He is right. It is apparent from the results in
Roland Garros that there is another generation deserving a serious look. Fognini may not
have the prowess to compete on the same
level as Nadal, Federer or Djokovic, but his
comments deserve a thoughtful examination.
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Thiem showed two of the NextGen fellows
the door in Paris. Marin Cilic, a Croatian, has
done the same at other venues here and there.
Kei Nishikori has been a shining star for the
countless Asian players who have graced the
courts, but he received very little recognition.
He is 28 and neither a New Balls guy nor a
NextGen man. David Goffin is 27 with the
same adjectives. There are a host more men
that could be on this list, but it would be
impossible to catalog each one.
Maybe it’s time for an ATP promotion featuring the “Lost Generation”. Not catchy
enough? Try to convince Fognini, Thiem, Cilic
and Chung Hyeon of South Korea (who was
injured and didn’t play Roland Garros), who
have gone far into draws many times, that it’s
a bad idea. It looks as if their successes are
bound to create a need for a functional category for those players who are now seemingly in
a No Man’s Land.
Even though he lost in Paris, Thiem’s performance at Roland Garros should open a few
eyes to his greatness. The Austrian has a flowingly swift backhand and a complete grab bag
of perfect shots that much to the consternation of other players are outright winners. He
whittled away at the competition in Paris but
came up against Nadal in the final of the tournament that Nadal apparently owns. It wasn’t
for lack of trying. Thiem deserves to be recognized as a stellar performer who has trudged
into the Top Ten without much fanfare. He is
indeed unforgettable. Roland Garros is a great
stepping stone.

Jubilant John Isner celebrates his 2018 Miami Open title. Photo by Art Seitz.

       
By NICK BOLLETTIERI
Yes, it has been a long time since an
American male has won a Grand Slam tournament singles title. The last time an American
man won one was 2003 when Andre Agassi
won the Australian Open, his eighth and final
Grand Slam title, and Andy Roddick won the
US Open, his first and only Grand Slam title.
Everyone has opinions about why the US
men haven’t fared better, and for sure there are
a lot of reasons. Back in the 1960’s, 1970’s
1980’s, and even into the 1990’s, the US was
among a relatively small number of nations
seriously participating in top international tennis competitions and developing players to do
so. Today, however, there are many more
countries with players participating in international tennis on the world stage.
It seems like almost every country is now
participating. In addition, in the US most of
the best athletes are attracted to other more
popular sports such as football, baseball, basketball, and even soccer because these sports
are inexpensive to get into and are easy for
kids to pick up and have success with the fundamental skills.
Tennis, on the other hand, is a more expen14

sive sport for most families and it requires
more time for kids to become proficient
enough to experience success with the fundamental skills of the game. Once a player
begins his professional career, it becomes a
much more expensive proposition traveling to
small events all over the world with a coach.
It’s no wonder why young talented American
athletes gravitate to other sports in their formative years.
Today, under the leadership of President
Katrina Adams and General Manager of Player
Development Martin Blackman (a former student of mine at the NBTA now IMG
Academy), the USTA is seeking to reverse this
trend. Their development program now
includes financial assistance for our top young
stars and their supporting coaches.
As a result, we have seen a boom in the
number of young US players making their way
into the pro game and making their way up
the rankings. In fact, we now have the best
young crop of young male US players since
the Agassi, Courier, Sampras, Chang, Martin
class of the 1990’s and the Roddick, Blake,
Fish, and Ginepri crop from the 2000’s. The
future now looks much brighter for US men’s
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tennis.
John Isner is playing better and better under
the tutelage of Justin Gimelstob. John, who
won this year’s Miami Open, is currently the
top American player and is number nine on
the ATP World Tour. He advanced to the semifinals of Wimbledon and came within an eyelash of defeating Kevin Anderson and almost
advancing to the final.
John is a big man. Justin has him becoming
more offensive and more explosive. He has a
very good forehand, a much improved drive
backhand, a very good slice backhand, very
good volleys and a huge serve. He has
improved his movement and his belief that he
can win a big one. His best chances to win a
major will be for him to serve and volley, go
big on the return, surprise attack whenever he
can, and play aggressive with his groundstrokes to force his opponents into defensive
positions and come to the net. His chances of
winning from the baseline are slim.
There are not that many players who have
the tools to win a Grand Slam. John has the
game, a new aggressive attitude, and belief.
Will he be able to put it all together at the US
Open?
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Photos by Art Seitz

Top left: 1968 champion
Arthur Ashe. Middle left:
Rod Laver. Bottom left:
Jimmy Connors. Top right:
West Side Tennis Club at
Forrest Hills. Middle Right:
Bjorn Borg and Rod Laver.
Bottom Right: Ivan Lendl.
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Top left: Serena Williams at the Unisphere next to the Billie Jean King National Tennis Center. Right: Bryan twins at top
of Arthur Ashe Stadium. Middle left: Pete Sampras with his wife, Bridgette Wilson; in background Jim Courier and broadcaster Dick Enberg. Right: Chris Evert after her final pro tour match. Bottom left: Ken Rosewall. Right: Bjorn Borg, John
McEnroe, Vitas Gerulaitis at Central Park.
FLORIDA TENNIS
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By ED KRASS
Being a former college tennis coach and
running tennis camps for high school-aged
tournament players has led me to attend all
NCAA Division 1 Tennis Championships on
the East Coast since 1984. This year, I
attended the Men’s and Women’s NCAAs at
Wake Forest University.
One of the funniest and strangest things
happened to me on the second day of the
Team Tournament.
I ran into Carl Kessler, one of my players on
my first college team that I coached at the
University of Central Florida in 1983.
Carl could not believe that he was talking to
me, as I was wearing a silly looking Tampa
Bay Buccaneer hat with red clown threads,
and I was acting pretty rowdy!
Carl, who played between Nos. 6 and 8 on
that team, literally fell back 10 feet when I told
him my name! It had been 35 years since we
saw each other and worked together at UCF!
I was a 23-year-old head coach and Carl was
playing his first season at UCF. We had plenty
of memories to discuss.
I then asked Carl, “What are you doing here
at the NCAAs?”. He told me that BOTH his
son, McClain Kessler, and daughter,
McCartney Kessler, played for the Florida
Gators. He also said that they were both
ranked as high as top 10 in the nation in their
age brackets before entering college.
I was absolutely floored and amazed to hear
this unique story of American tennis family
success!!
Hooray for American tennis, I said to
myself! I also thought, how did this all happen? What was the Kesslers’ approach? Well,
Carl told me that he married a girl named Julie
Driggers, who also played at UCF when I was
coaching the UCF men’s team. That night, the
Kesslers invited me to dinner to catch up.
When I arrived to meet the Kesslers, there
was Carl, Julie, McClain and McCartney all
eating Mexican food with other members of
the Gator team. The men’s team had just lost
a 4-3 heartbreaker in the team quarterfinals to
Texas A & M.
Julie, Carl Kessler’s wife and mother of
McClain and McCartney, explained that I was
responsible for recruiting her and her playing
for UCF!! I said to myself, which the Kesslers
later confirmed, that I was indirectly involved
in their family’s fantastic and unique success
story.
Now, I needed to delve into their stories of
how their two kids became so darn good to
both get a scholarship to play for the Florida
Gators; I had to learn more!
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From left: McCartney, McClain, Julie, and Carl Kessler, Photo courtesy University Athletics Association.

McClain Kessler was a 2015 high school
graduate. He was ranked #1 in Georgia and #
5 in the nation and was a blue chip on tennisrecruiting.net .
McCartney Kessler was a 2018 high school
graduate who entered college in January of
2018. She was also ranked #1 in Georgia and
#23 in the nation on tennisrecruiting.net.
I wanted to know how, as parents, were they
able to help their son and daughter develop
into some of America’s finest tennis players
and who was their coach and what did they do
to enable all this success?
As I dug farther, I learned that the Kesslers
worked with a well-known Atlanta area junior
coach named Stephen Diaz during their formative junior years.
Following is an excerpt of my interview with
Carl Kessler:
Q: When did both kids want to star t
playing and what was their initial program like?
A:They started playing around 7 years old
and started tournaments around 8 years old.
They learned from watching us and we taught
them some basic strokes.
Q: What obstacles did they both have
to overcome?
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A: They both went to regular school and
there was no one to hit with in Calhoun. We
knew if they continued to love the sport that
they would have to travel to Atlanta to
improve, which is 55 miles from our home,
which was a challenge on its own because we
both worked in Calhoun. Also, being 3 years
apart, and McClain being the older one, it
wasn’t beneficial to hit with each other initially.
Q: What was your philosophy about
raising 2 top-level tour nament players?
A: We really just played tennis as a family
and the kids attended our adult league matches that we played, so I think they decided they
would rather play than just sit and watch us.
Remember also that we had to travel just to
play adult matches. Once they started playing
competitively we told them to be prepared and
control the things that they could control and
try their hardest with each match. We always
wanted them to respect their opponents and
never, ever, give up. As long as they held up
their end of the deal we would keep doing
whatever it took to get them to tournaments,
which was very difficult to do.
Q: How much did you s acr ifice financial ly to hel p w it h their proces s of

Mental Toughness Coaching
Are You Ready To Take Your Game To The
Next Level?
Learn and Develop:

Coach Stephen Diaz with McCartney and McClain Kessler.

becoming great?
A: We had no outside support and it’s really impossible to know how
much we spent for training, racquets, strings, shoes, clothes, travel,
hotels, entry fees, etc., etc and not to mention being away from work.
We only traveled outside of the U.S. twice and that was just last year
with McCartney. Whatever the total amount was, it was worth it to
have had the time with them and see them enjoy the sport of tennis.
Q: How much did love, respect, discipline, sleep, diet and
passion play in each kid?
A: Love and passion for the sport carried them to this point. That
in turn led them to understand that they had to be smart with their
sleep, diet, and preparedness in order to keep improving.
Q: What was each kid’s recipe for success?
A: They never said that they didn’t want to practice. They were and
still are excited to practice and play to get better. It was never a chore.
Q: What role did you both have as parents? Any details that
could help other parents?
A: We have failed many times and have learned from our mistakes.
However, we just were there to support them through good and bad
times. We are their biggest cheerleaders but also were there to keep
them humble and kind without robbing them of their confidence. That
was and will always be a challenge to maintain that proper balance.
Q: How many coaches were involved and when did they work
w ith the players?
A: They started once a week with one of our good friends, Anthony
Hunt, who is a great coach but doesn’t teach full time. A tennis coach
was hired at our recreation department by the name of Brent
Molyneux, who played at Mercer College. They went to Brent about 2
times per week for drills/lessons after he moved to Rome, Georgia,
which is about 30 minutes away. He was great with the fundamentals
of the game and stroke development, but by the time McClain was 15
and McCartney 12 we had to look in Atlanta to find players to play with
at or above their level. And that ultimately led us to the Stephen Diaz
Academy. Stephen was awesome because he loves the kids and the
sport, and he is amazing with point construction and strategy against
particular opponents. We are thankful for all the coaches they have
worked with.
Q: How valuable is finding the r ight coach?
A: It’s critical to find someone who is honest, loves tennis and cares
for your kids. Most importantly someone who doesn’t just tell you what
you want to hear because they are afraid they will lose your business.
It has to be an honest relationship. We found that with all of the coaches the kids worked with. One last thing. We only took the kids to the
Stephen Diaz Academy 2-3 times per week because it was over an hour
drive there and one and a half hour drive home because of Atlanta rush
hour. They didn’t train 6 days a week like their peers. And there are
no indoor courts. So when it rained they couldn’t play and they had to
fight through the freezing temperatures of north Georgia.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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McClain Kessler playing for Florida Gators. Photo courtesy University Athletics
Association.



University of Florida men’s tennis student-athlete McClain Kessler
has been honored by the Intercollegiate Tennis Association with the
longest running Sportsmanship Award that the ITA hands out, the
Rafael Osuna Sportsmanship Award.
Kessler, the Gators’ captain, is the leader for Florida on the court,
in the classroom and in the community. On the court, Kessler ended
the dual season with a singles record of 12-4, that included a sevenmatch winning streak. In doubles, he was 13-11 and is ranked No.
36 with a career-high mark of No. 5 that he and partner Duarte
Vale earned back in February. Off the court, Kessler was named to
the SEC Community Service Team, his second straight honor, after
volunteering numerous hours to the Gainesville community, especially with Aces in Motion. Kessler becomes the first Gator men’s
tennis player to earn the Arthur Ashe Leadership and
Sportsmanship award.
The ITA/Rafael Osuna Sportsmanship Award goes to a Division
I men’s player who displays sportsmanship, character, excellent academics and has had outstanding tennis playing accomplishments.
The award was established in 1969 in memory of Osuna, who was
killed in a plane accident at the age of 30. Osuna is one of the alltime great collegiate tennis players, winning three NCAA doubles
titles (1961-63) and the 1962 NCAA singles title as part of USC
teams many consider to be the greatest of all-time.
20
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Q: What are the players’ goals now?
A: Of course, as with any of the kids, they would love to play professionally. Realistically that takes a lot of money and a little luck along the
way. They both have backup plans, but they will always love tennis.
* Inter view w ith the Kesslers’ pr imar y coach, Stephen Diaz:
Q: When did you begin to work w ith the Kesslers?
A: I don’t remember the exact year but probably 2010-11 when
McClain was about 13 or 14., McCartney had to be 10 or 11. I had met
them at a tournament through a parent of another player I had at the
time. At that time i had some of the best juniors in the (USTA) Southern
Section and a few very highly nationally ranked. I was coaching Hunter
Reese, who eventually became 1 in the south and top 10 USA and also
won an NCAA doubles title at Tennessee. Also I had a young kid by the
name of Elliott Orkin, who won a national junior singles title and ended
at Florida also and played #2 singles for them. The Kesslers lived in
Calhoun, which is about 1 hour away from my program in Marietta. To
me they seem very nice and down-to-earth people and the kids were very
respectful.
Q: What str uck you as different about the Kesslers?
A: When I met them I watched McClain played one of my other students and I was impressed with McClain’s self-motivation, tenacity, fighting spirit on court. He was very small, ran every ball down he possibly
could, and kept many balls in play. At the time he would get out-powered
by the bigger players, and he definitely made them work for it. Back them
he wasn’t even top 50 in the south but I saw a great kid with a killer
instinct needed for the sport of tennis.
Q: What was the McClain Kessler training program about at
your Academy ? How quickly did he develop into top nationally
ranked player?
A: They began coming about 3 times a week so McClain could start
working with the others and sharpern up his game. He certainly had
some weaknesses but he defended them well with his gritty play and tactical knowledge. Everyone that played McClain needed to be ready for a
very long match no matter the outcome, so many didn’t want to deal with
him. As we got to know each other well, I started working with him once
per week on a private lesson and focus on improving his weaknesses
while enhancing his strengths. I also started driving up to Calhoun once
a week and worked with him, McCartney and a neighbor of them, Jake
and Carly Briggs, were also good young players at the time. He eventually grew a little but not much and we were able to have a better understanding on what he needed to do on court to keep improving performance in competition. By the time he reached the 18’s he finally got to #1
in the south and became many opponents’ nightmare as he simply got
tougher to beat. Everyone admired McClain but didn’t want to play against
him. He was beating all those bigger, stronger talented kids with his rock
solid baseline game, tenacity, strategy and understanding how to use his
mental toughness to mange all obstacles. We traveled to many tourneys
and simply kept improving in all aspects. It was definitely a lot of fun to
be his coach and help him get to the top in the south and to the top 20
nationally. He obviously fulfilled his dream of playing for the Gators, so
we both accomplished our mission.
Q: What was the McCar tney Kessler training program like at
your academy, and how quickly did she develop?
A: His sister was very young when I first started working with her, so
in her case we were trying to improve her fundamentals of technique
more. She was very talented and had good hand-eye coordination but certainly weaker physically. Her personality was very different than McClain
but still easy to work with. She would tend to allow her emotions get the
best of her at times, but her talent and abilities helped her succeed in the
process. We also spent lots of time improving her weaknesses but in a different way than McClain. She also had that tenacity on court. She was
not as vocal as McClain when competing, but her opponents still had a
tough time beating her. With McCartney I say we probably worked about
7 years total, and as soon as McClain was gone to college I told her I will
do whatever I could to take her to the top. McCartney ended up having

great success in the 16’s and 18’s, getting to
number 1 the south and had phenomenal
rankings at the national level. She continues to
improve in college and has grown tremendously as a player and as a person.
Q: What were the Kesslers l ike to work
w ith and what did you work on?
A:When they both came to my practices,
they worked hard and listened well. All my
workouts are predominantly tactical in all different game situations in order to give all kids
a better understanding of the game. Some
practices were more physical than others but
overall we accomplished what we wanted.
They both came out learning plenty, became
better competitors and better people. I grew
up without any training at all and barely practicing, so while they did have that with me, i
wanted them to understand the importance of
maximizing the little tie they had with me.
Q: Any closing comments about your
time coaching the Kesslers?
A: Overall the Kesslers were fun to work
with as they understood the game of tennis
very well. All they asked from their kids was
for them to work hard, enjoy the game they
love, be respectful to others, be a team player
and do the best they can. They were very realistic about their goals and supported them to
the fullest. They understood the tournament
system well so they were in charge of their
scheduling, I was definitely in charge of the

coaching side of it. Throughout the entire
process I say both Carl and Julie were easy to
work with and we had some good laughs here
and there. We all sacrificed plenty throughout
the journey and goals were achieved. Now
even after the kids are gone we talk frequently
and keep a good solid relationship as we all
should. I personally kept my eye on the prize,
which is obviously that both McClain and
McCartney become great players and even
better people.
* Interview with McClain’s college coach,
University of Florida’s Bryan Shelton :
Q: What were the reasons as to why
you wanted to recr uit and have McClain
on your team?
A: McClain is someone that reached out to
me because his grandfather went to Florida,
and he grew up loving the Gators from an
early age. It was his dream to play in
Gainesville. I had heard that he was a good
player and super high energy. I also heard that
he was the ultimate competitor and an unbelievable team guy. Once I saw him play and
compete, I knew that he was a Gator. Also his
coach was Stephen Diaz who also coached
Elliott Orkin. Elliott was already on the team,
and he told me we had to recruit McClain.
Q: What does McClain add to your
team and what is your vision of how
good he can become as a college and
possible pro player?

A: McClain is one of the best recruits I’ve
ever coached. McClain has this passion for
tennis and everyone feeds off of his energy
and competitive spirit. He has always played
his best tennis late in the season as the stakes
get higher. It’s fun to see how much he has
improved his all-court game. McClain wasn’t
even in our doubles lineup last year and this
year he is an All-American in doubles. No limits to what he can accomplish. Not many possess all the intangibles that you need at the
next level, but McClain has them in abundance. Don’t bet against him!!!
* Inter v iew w ith McCar tney’s college
coach, Universit y of Flor ida’s Roland
Thor nquist :
Q: What were the reasons as to why
you wanted to recr uit McCar tney and
what is your v ision of her future?
A: McCartney is a world-class athlete. She’s
a tough, physical player with a Gator mentality - one who never gives up. She can run, she
can defend. She exceeded my expectations
this year as a freshman. In her one semester
she proved she will be one of the greats when
she graduates this program. She will help the
Gators put up more trophies. She is strong
both physically and mentality and will be an
asset to this program. I look forward to developing her offense even more. She will be a
powerhouse.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 22
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* Inter v iew w ith McClain
Kessler :
Q: What motivated you to
become the player you are
today?
A: I just really wanted to
become a great tennis player
because I loved the game so
much!
Q: What was it about playing tennis that s atisfied your
eager ness to play spor ts and
compete?
A: The part that I love most
about tennis is that I can always
learn something new everyday.
Q: What were the reasons
why you achieved as much as
you did already in tennis?
A: The main reason as to why I
accomplished so much is because
of my mom and dad and my real
love for the game of tennis!
* Inter view w ith McCar tney
Kessler :
Q: Did you ever have a
vision to become a top junior
player or college player?
A: I never really visioned being
a top junior. I always just knew I
loved to play and followed my
brother.
Q: At what point did you
decide to commit to playing
tennis and specializing in just
tennis?
A: I decided to fully commit to
tennis in 7th grade when my
brother and I had both reached a
point where we had no choice but
to home school and increase our
training. College tennis came into
my mind when my brother started
going on visits to schools. I was
able to see how exciting it is to be
a college player and start to develop goals to reach.
Q: How much credit do you
give your parents and coaches in being instr umental in
your tennis success?
A: All of the credit goes to my
parents and coaches. Without my
parents I wouldn’t have been able
to drive an hour to practice and
without my coaches I wouldn’t
have learned the game as well as I
was able to.
***
When tennis parents, players
and coaches work as one team,
great success stories can happen!
There are more Kessler tennis
families out there waiting to learn
the process of raising tennis
champions.
22

McClain and McCartney with their superfan grandmother.

Could it be factors such as love,
honesty, respect, humility, hard
work and passion getting the best
results from today’s junior tennis
players? Are there any shortcuts
to this type of success? McClain
and McCartney Kessler are a true
American Tennis Family Success
Story. It’s the dream team of parents, coaches and players working
together to make playing college
tennis - at the highest level -a
reality to achieve.
***
Ed Krass is the former Harvard
women’s tennis coach from 19861990 and he is founder/director
of the 30th Annual College
Tennis Exposure Camp, taught
exclusively by head college coaches.
Ed played for UCF from 19781982; He coached the UCF
men’s team to a #6 national ranking in 1983; Ed was the assistant
men’s coach at Clemson from
1984-86, when the team won two
ACC team titles and was ranked
as high as #2 in the US; Ed
coached the Harvard women’s
team to four consecutive Ivy
League titles.
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By THOMAS ANDERSON
Tennis is one of those sports where players go through multiple coaches and academies during their junior career. So why is that? For one, it
always comes down to the “W”. A player who is losing more than winning will eventually be looking at “outside” factors. Before you make any
changes, look at what I believe is the profile of a great coach or academy:
* Will always put the player’s future first and not its own.
* Cares about values beyond the tennis court. Inspiring and building a
good person.
* Is sincere, a “straight shooter”. Not just say what the player or parent
wants to hear.
* Does not over-promise and create unreachable goals. Uses benchmarks.
* Has a plan in place and shares it with the player and parent. Holds
periodic meetings to assess progress and make any changes.
* Looks out for experts to help its players in areas that complements
its own, such as fitness, sports psychology, college recruiting, etc
* Is humble, respects industry peers and looks to always learn from
other coaches who have a proven successful career.
* Is a “student” of the game. Belongs to professional coaching associations, attends seminars and is on top of new tendencies, methodologies,
technology, etc.
I have met good coaches and great coaches. Those who have
impressed me more are the ones who every day truly want to make a difference in their player’s life. Those who measure their success not by tournament results, but by building great people. If this describes your coach
or academy, you are in great hands. Just trust them.
Thomas E Anderson is one of the world’s leading college placement
consultants. He is the President & Founder of University Sports
Program.

DELRAY BEACH
TENNIS CENTER
DELRAY BEACH
SWIM & TENNIS
Home Of
2005 / 2007 / 2013 Fed Cup,
April 2004 Davis Cup (USA vs. Sweden)
City Of Delray Beach ITC (ATP Event)
And
The Chris Evert
Pro Celebrity Tennis Classic

38 Clay Courts
7 Hard Courts
19 Lighted Courts
Locker Rooms
Pro Shop
Stringing on Site

USPTA Certified Tennis
Professionals
After-School
Junior Programs
Adult Programs
Ladies’ & Men’s Teams
Holiday Camps
All Levels Welcome

For information, call (561) 243-7360
www.delraytennis.com
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By PAUL FEIN
Where have all the teen queens gone?
You may remember how Chrissie Evert, Tracy
Austin, and Jennifer Capriati enchanted us with
their precocity in the ‘70s, ‘80s and ‘90s. These
adorable assassins too young to vote knocked off
their elders to win Grand Slam and Olympic
titles.
But not since 17-year-old Maria Sharapova
shocked Serena Williams in the 2004
Wimbledon final, and 19-year-old Svetlana
Kuznetsova won the US Open two months later,
has a teenager grabbed a major title. This
decade, tennis pundits said it couldn’t be done not anymore. Supposedly, women’s tennis had
become too powerful for callow teenage rs to
upset today’s sluggers. JelenaOstapenko almost
proved the conventional wisdom wrong last year
when she captured the French Open just two
days after turning 20.
Now an exciting new kid on the block looks a
lot like an accelerating train destined to run over
everyone in the 2020s. If you haven’t heard of
her already, I’d like to introduce you to Cori
Gauff. At just 14 years and three months old, this
wunderkind won the French Open girls’ (18-andunder) title in June. “Coco” displayed a flair for
the dramatic on championship point against
Caty McNally, another talented American. In a
net showdown, she leaped and struck a forehand
volley winner for a 1-6, 6-3, 7-6 comeback victory.
On July 17, the International Tennis
Federation announced Coco became the
youngest junior world No.1 at 14 years and 4
months since the combined rollover ranking was
introduced in 2004.
Coco has idolized Serena and Venus Williams
ever since she started playing at age 6 in Delray
Beach.
“I grew up watching them,” says Coco.”I started playing tennis because of them.”
Though she doesn’t know either superstar
well, she’s crossed paths with Serena a few
times. Four years ago, Coco first met Serena on
a set where Serena was filming a commercial.
She portrayed Serena as a young girl. Wouldn’t it
be fascinating if Coco happens to play her idol,
now 36, in a pro tournament before she retires?
The kid and the legend also have a French connection. Patrick Mouratoglou, who has coached
Serena to 10 of her 23 Grand Slam titles, created the Champ Seed Foundation three years ago
at his tennis academy outside Paris.
Mouratoglou’s highly regarded program not only
develops gifted teenagers but helps them financially because playing tournaments around the
world
is
extremely
expensive.
Coco, the youngest player training at the academy, clearly caught the eye of Mouratoglou.
“We weren’t sure if Patrick would be interested
because the idea of the Champ Seed is to help
girls turn pro,” recalls Corey Gauff, Coco’s father
24



Coco Gauff displays French Open Junior Girls’ championship trophy. Photo copyright by Susan
Mullane/Cameraworks usa

and coach. “Coco was only 11 so she was quite
a few years away from that. But Patrick seemed
to be pleased with her effort and determination.
So the relationship grew from there. He makes
sure we have all the things we need to be successful. He’s really helped her develop her game,
especially her clay-court game. She certainly has
the hard-court skills.”
Coco showcased her hard-court prowess at
the 2017 US Open junior event. Being the
youngest competitor in the draw at 13 didn’t faze
her in the least. Coco pulled upset after upset to
become the youngest girls’ singles finalist ever at
the US Open. There the more experienced
Amanda Animisova, a smooth-stroking, 16-yearold American, prevailed 6-1, 7-6.
Chalk up much of the marked improvement in
Coco’s game from the 2017 US Open to the
2018 French Open to experience.
“The biggest difference is that she’s been
through it [a major final] one time,” explains her
father. “At 13, she really couldn’t start playing at
the ITF level until after March [2017]. By the time
she got to the French Open, she had a full year
at that level. And she got to play a pro tournament before that. So the added maturity and the
experience of playing tougher players helped.
Also, she got bigger, and she had something to
draw from the US Open and the Australian
Open, where she lost in the first round and she
was upset and mad. So she went back to work,
worked hard, and tried to be better the next time
out.”
* Athletic Genes
Like Serena and Venus, Coco possesses athletic genes and a powerful, 5’9 “, 160-pound
physique, and she’s still growing. The athletic
pedigree comes from her 6’ 2” father who played
basketball at Georgia State University, and her
mother, Candi, a gymnast and a track star.
Coco’s still-developing serve peaked at an
astounding 120 miles per hour at the Wimbledon
girls’ event, making it the third-fastest female
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serve at the entire tournament behind only
Serena’s 125 mph and Venus’s 123 mph.
Coco played a lot of basketball and ran track,
including 5 Ks, when she was 11 and 12. Her
heavy tennis schedule ended her involvement in
other sports, but she learned valuable lessons
from them. “The years of basketball and track
really helped her,” says Corey. “She loved tennis
more, but she also knows the training and discipline it takes to become a champion.”
Coco also transferred some athletic skills, such
as hand-eye coordination, speed and agility,
from those sports to tennis.
As her dazzling volley on championship point
demonstrated, her athleticism already compares
favorably with leading WTA pros.
“I’ve always said Coco has world-class athleticism,” says Corey. “Now she’s trying to turn that
athleticism into becoming a solid tennis player. I
truly believe if she had chosen track, she could
have run college track and made a push for the
Olympics. I’ve played basketball, and there’s no
doubt in my mind she could become a WNBA
basketball player had she focused on that. She’s
blessed with fast-twitch muscles, length, speed,
and quickness.”
No matter how athletic you are, topnotch
strokes and footwork are what separates the best
from the rest on the pro tours. Here Coco is a
work in progress, though she has no glaring
weaknesses.
“She’s pretty solid all around,” Corey says. “I’d
describe her game as an aggressive baseliner
who looks to finish at the net. She tried to get
easy points with her serve, and her serve plus
one [the next shot]. All of her strokes have to be
improved. She has to continue to improve her net
game. She has to improve her hand skills. The
one thing that carries her as she continues to
improve is her desire to win, her willingness to
fight. Whether she is down or up in the set, she
fights for every point. That helps her get through
the holes in her game right now.”
To correct those holes, Coco periodically
attends the Mouratoglou academy. While a team
of coaches instruct Coco, Mouratoglou mentors
Corey, her full-time coach at home. The Gauffs
have stayed two or three weeks at a time at the
academy and started training there for longer
periods of time after Wimbledon.
In a sport occasionally besmirched by “bad
dads” - such as the abusive Jim Pierce, the violent Marinko Lucic, the obtuse Stefano Capriati,
and the self-destructive Peter Graf - Corey has
successfully navigated the fraught role of fathercoach with some help from his wife.
“I’m the mediator between the two,” says
Candi. “You have to be when you’re coaching a
girl. A man can forget he’s coaching a female. So
I have to make sure he understands that females
are different from males. I have teaching experience with children, so I have to help him with
learning styles.”
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* Mother Knows Best
What advice does Candi give? “Your delivery
has to be different with a female than with a
male,” Candi explains. “Females internalize what
their dad is saying, not what their coach is saying.
I’ve advised my husband that when you’re saying
something, you have to explain why you’re saying it. And you do it in a more relaxed way.”
Like former prodigies Evert, Austin, Capriati,
Sharapova, and Monica Seles, the all-business
Gauff already handles big-match pressure with
the poise of a veteran. “I’ve learned to stay calm
during the pressure moments and always stick to
my game plan,” Coco says.
“Coco has to compartmentalize her personality,” Candi explains. “On the court, her mind-set
is different because she’s always dealt with older
people when she’s performing, so she has had to
make decisions on that level. Off the court, she’s
developing like someone her age. She wants to
play and enjoy life and have a good time. On the
court, she’s serious and has business to take care
of. She has to be very disciplined. So she has personalities that fit the occasion.”
Another key to Coco’s success is her structured family life that has given her a normal adolescence. Home-schooled and an honor roll student, she takes advanced courses in language
arts and is on the fast track in math. Coco says,
“Science is my favorite subject because I like

doing experiments.”
Candi says, “Home-schooling gives her the
best opportunity to succeed both academically
and athletically. That gives her more time on the
courts.” Even so, Coco does far more than hitting tennis balls for hours and hours.
“As parents, we’re very vigilant to make sure
that she has the most normal childhood given her
abnormal circumstances,” Candi says. “That
means making sure she’s involved in activities
outside of tennis like her dance ministry at
church, being part of the choir at church, going
to social outings with her siblings, announcing at
baseball games, and just being involved in the
community. We have a large family, so we’ve
made sure she’d had avenues outside of tennis.”
Her parents also monitor her physical wellbeing. They’re well aware that too much tennis
prematurely ended the careers of injury-plagued
teen stars Andrea Jaeger and Austin in the early
1980s.
“We don’t do any weightlifting or [special]
training. We’re trying to let her body grow naturally,” notes Corey. “We want her to get a lot of
rest. She’s done cross-training and other activities that help you learn, not necessarily tennis,
but to compete better. At Delray Beach, we
called it ‘having that dog inside.’ That’s what we
try to focus on. That she’s ready to fight, no matter what. The one who wants to win it the most

trumps the one with all the strokes.”
Coco’s never-say-die competitiveness will draw
comparisons with Serena, especially her shouts
of “Come on!” after winning big points.
“She just loves competing,” says Candi.
On her tennis goals, confident Coco harbors a
Serena-like ambition. “My goal in tennis is to win
Grand Slams and be No. 1,” she says. “I want to
be the greatest.”
The last word on the American prodigy who
could become the next Serena comes from
Mouratoglou. “She is fantastic,” he said in an
Omnisport interview. “She can become a top,
top player. I believe in her a lot.”
Paul Fein has received more than 40 writing
awards and authored three books, Tennis
Confidential: Today’s Greatest Players,
Matches, and Controversies; You Can Quote
Me on That: Greatest Tennis Quips, Insights,
and Zingers; and Tennis Confidential II: More
of Today’s Greatest Players, Matches, and
Controversies. Fein is also a USPTA-certified
teaching pro and coach with a Pro-1 rating,
former director of the Springfield (Mass.)
Satellite Tournament, a former top 10-ranked
men’s open New England tournament player
and No. 1-ranked Super Senior player in New
England. His websites are www.tennisconfidential.com and www.tennisquotes.com. His
email address is: lincjeff1@comcast.net.

COPA AIRLINES TENNIS
CHAMPIONSHIPS
December 7 - 14, 2018
Tropical Park Tennis Center, 7900 SW 40th St., Miami, FL

Copa Airlines Presenting Sponsor

Categories: Men’s Open $1,500, Women’s Open $750, U18, U16, U14, U12, U10
Entry deadline: November 29, 2018
Tournament director: Patricio Apey. Assistant Tennis Director: Andres Barbosa
Phone: 305-361-7234. Cell: 786-256-1414
Email: PatoApey@hotmail.com Website: www.tenniscoach.cc
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Seventeen-year olds Neel Rajesh,
of Oyster Bay, N.Y., and Emma
Navarro, of Charleston, S.C., each
won singles titles at the USTA
Boys’ and Girls’ 18s National Clay
Court Championships in Delray
Beach to earn wild card entries into
the 2018 US Open Junior
Championships.
Rajesh defeated defending champion Axel Nefve, of Boca Raton 46, 6-3, 7-6(7) in the singles final at
the Delray Beach Tennis Center.
Rajesh is coached by Derek Porter.
Navarro (Coaches: Jerry Albrikes
and Peter Ayers), a semifinalist at
the prestigious Easter Bowl junior
tournament earlier this year, defeated Chelsea Kung, of Fort Worth,
Texas, 6-2, 6-2 in the singles final
at the LTP Tennis Club in Navarro’s
hometown of Charleston, S.C.
Navarro swept the singles and doubles titles, partnering with Chloe
Beck (Watkinsville, Ga., Coach:
Craig Jones), to defeat Carly Briggs
(Calhoun, Ga., Coach: Stephan
Diaz) and Alana Wolfberg (Orlando
6-0, 6-0.

Boys 18 finalist Axel Nefve serves at
Delray Beach Tennis Cener. Photo courtesy USTA.

Logan Zapp, of Fleming Island,
Fla., and Allura Zamarripa (Coach:
Dave Zamarripa), of Saint Helena,
Calif., won the Boys’ and Girls’ 16s
singles titles, each earning a wild
card into a future USTA Pro Circuit
event. Zapp beat Ryan Fishback
(Coach: Nason Fishback), of
Geneva, N.Y., 6-0, 6-2, in Delray

Beach and Zamarripa defeated
Valencia Xu (Coach: Gill Acosta), of
Livingston, N.J., 6-4, 6-3, in
Memphis, Tenn.
Zapp, along with Rudy Quan
(Sacramento, Calif., Coach: Mike
Gennette), joined Navarro as the
only players to sweep the singles
and doubles titles, as Quan won the
Boys’ 12s titles at the USTA
National Campus in Orlando.
* USTA Boys’ 14s National Clay
Court Championships at Fort
Lauderdale:Singles: (3) Nicholas
Heng (Madison, Ala.) d. (2) John
Kim (Sunnyvale, Calif.), 5-7, 6-4, 63.
Doubles: (1) Lucas Brown (Plano,
Texas) / Aidan Kim (Milford, Mich.)
d. (2) Jackson Armistead (Hilton
Head Island, S.C.) / John
Lasanajak (Lawrenceville, Ga.), 7-5,
6-2
* USTA Girls’ 14s National Clay
Court Championships, Plantation,
Fla.
Singles: Clervie Ngounoue
(Washington, D.C.) d. (1) Vivian
Ovrootsky (San Jose, Calif.), 6-4, 4-



6, 6-2
Doubles: (1) Qavia Lopez (Grand
Rapids, Mich.) / Madison Smith
(Bountiful, Utah) d. Tsehay Driscoll
(La Canada Flintridge, Calif.) /
Katherine Hui (San Diego), 7-6(6),
4-6, 7-6(6)
* USTA Boys’ 12s National Clay
Court Championships, Orlando
Singles: (1) Rudy Quan
(Sacramento, Calif.) d. (6) Lucas
Coriaty (Long Beach, Calif.), 6-1, 61
Doubles: (11) Maxwell Exsted
(Savage, Minn.) / Quan d. (4)
Alexander Razeghi (Humble, Texas)
/ Cooper Woestendick (Olathe,
Kan.), 1-6, 7-5, 6-1
* USTA Girls’ 12s National Clay
Court Championships, Boca Raton
Singles: (14) Mia Slama (Boca
Raton d. (4) Alexia Harmon (Las
Vegas), 6-4, 5-7, 6-2
Doubles: (1) Brooklyn Olson
(Bradenton/
Natalia
Perez
(Guaynabo, Puerto Rico) d. (2)
Ashton Bowers (Bloomington, Ill.) /
Elisabeth Dunac (University Park,
Md.), 6-3, 6-3
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By EVA PASCUAL
(Marketing department, Sanchez-Casal
Academy}
I have two teenage kids who play sports.
Both of them compete in the sport they
chose, study languages and, of course, as an
absolute priority, go to school and attend to
their academic obligations. All of these activities will reap their benefits, not only now but
also in the future. And I am convinced that it
is the best training at all levels that I can provide for them. However, it can be tough for
them to keep up, as they often do not have
time for anything else, and sometimes I wonder if it is all too much.
On these occasions I try to evaluate the benefits of each of their “obligations.” The first
thing that I ask myself is: What does competing provide for young people, given the investment of time and energy that it demands?
We know that most young athletes are not
going to be professional athletes in the future;
however, devoting themselves seriously to
their sport requires many hours of work,
immense effort, and the involvement of the
whole family to facilitate long training sessions,
traveling, and competing. It may even be necessary to miss school at times.
When assessing the benefits of sport, the
effort culture is the first thing that I think
about. I think about the determination and
consistency that is required in order to establish routines and do thousands of repetitions
until the exact movements can be automatically reproduced during competition without
thinking about it. We are evidently talking
about discipline, rigor and a strong work ethic.
There’s no doubt that young athletes know
how to push themselves to the limit.
Just as important as effort and discipline,
learning to manage and organize their time is
the next benefit that I value. Young athletes
need to spend time on their sport in order to
improve, but they never seem to have enough
time to attend to all of their tasks. Therefore,
it is imperative that they learn to prioritize, to
plan their days well, to properly manage their
resources, and to control their anxiety. They
must become people who are not only effective, but also efficient in managing their time,
responsibilities and needs.
It is imperative that athletes learn to set
achievable goals. To be self-reflective and realistic about their own abilities is fundamental,
but if they are to become the best they can be
this must happen at the same time as being
enthusiastic, ambitious, and determined. All of
this brings with it the benefit of self-confidence, which they gain from knowing that
they are capable of setting goals, organizing
their work, and achieving their objectives.
One of the main obstacles athletes
encounter when trying to meet all of their obli28

Total development of the person includes academics.

Benefits of sport and competition are worth the effort.

gations is that the interests of the sports world
and the academic world seem, in many cases,
almost antagonistic. Teachers and coaches
pressure their pupils in very different directions. As the player improves in the sport,
coaches and competition demand more and
more from the player. At the same time, academics also become more and more challenging as the students work through completing
their studies at school.
This is when the doubts normally arise: Is
competing worth the effort that it requires? In
my opinion, the benefits of sport and competition are so various, that the answer is overwhelmingly YES: it is worth it.
It was exactly as a result of this reflection,
combined with the vocation to help all children
to develop their talents, that Emilio Sanchez
Vicario conceived of and created ES
International School.
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The main priority of ES International School
is the total development of the PERSON, taking special care towards the personal, academic and athletic growth of its students. When
teachers and coaches work together on schedules and work plans, they coordinate all the
demands placed on the student-athletes and
create the most appropriate plan for each of
their students.
When this happens, young people are able
to achieve their best without giving up their
dreams.
This is how ES International School helps to
guide young people who aspire to achieve
their best every day; young people who yearn
for perfection but who also have a practical
and realistic outlook on their capabilities;
young people who are able to face not only the
endless adversities but also the successes that
the future will inevitably throw in their way.

    
Part 1 in Learning How to Win
By SCOTT DEL MASTRO
Do you remember the age old adage about
the chicken and the egg? Isn’t it the same
with confidence and winning? They both fit
into the category of a paradox that leads to
a path of confusion. And although the mind
puzzles are thought provoking and a fun
conversation with friends, my contention is
that they are a waste of time to think about,
when there is work to be done.
Yet the word confidence and its meaning
have been correlated so heavily with winning
and losing that it is almost a mainstream
postulate (fact) that people rely on to
describe why they performed the way they
did. Almost as if it were an accepted variable
in the formula of success - Confidence +
practice + fitness conditioning + strategy +
experience + luck (luck is a whole other discussion for another day) + other =
winning/success.
Let’s look more closely at the conundrum



of confidence as it may relate to the outcome
of our performances. Even Merriam Webster
has success tied to confidence in their first
two definitions of the word:
1. a feeling or consciousness of one’s
powers or of reliance on one’s circumstances
- had perfect confidence in her ability to succeed
2. the quality or state of being certain: certitude they had every confidence of success
I would like to offer a different approach to
winning and success, one that does not lead,
typically, to a provoked emotional response
when things don’t go the way you expect
them to go - the experimental method.
The prime method of inquiry in science is
the experiment. The key features are control
over variables, careful measurement, and
establishing cause and effect relationships.
An experiment is an investigation in which a
hypothesis is scientifically tested.
So then, the key is to understand what a
hypothesis is: a supposition or proposed
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explanation made on the basis of limited evidence as a starting point for further investigation.
Therefore we must make a game plan
(hypothesis) based on variables that we know
about a situation or opponent, add in what
we know about ourselves (strengths and
weaknesses), create a system of measurement and evaluation, take a deep breath and
then “grip it and rip it” as my coach used to
say. In other words, just start playing and see
what happens, evaluate the cause and effect
of what happens, adjust, readjust, stick to
this process and navigate your way to
improvement and success every time you
play.
Part 2 in the “Learning How to Win”
series will focus on how to create an evaluation system that takes the focus off of winning and places it on the process of winning.
Scott Del Mastro is Director of
Operations at Club Med Academies at
Sandpiper Bay Resort, Florida.

 

         
By JOHN DANISE
In the last two issues of
Florida Tennis I expressed mine
and others’ views suggesting
how some changes might help
American tennis.
Although receiving many positive comments and some negative comments, I am disappointed that I did not receive more
suggestions, other than the
many I received asking, “Why
not let the USTA handle this” or
“Why waste time on the USTA,
they don’t care”.
Are we not the USTA? Are we
not responsible for keeping tennis the special game it is? If so,
then I also have some Why
questions; here are a few:
* Why do most of today’s
Major League Baseball players
go through high schools and
colleges?
* Why do most NBA
Basketball players go through
high schools and colleges?
* Why do most NFL Football
players go through high schools
and colleges?
* Why do golf pros offer their
time and golf courses for high
school golf programs?
* Why not tennis?
Is one of the reasons that tennis is not a revenue producing
sport? Can another reason be
that the USTA looks at its contribution to colleges and high
schools as an after-school activity rather than an after-school
sport? Or could it be that the
perceived challenges we face are
not organization problems but
communication challenges?
I can go on and on with WHY
questions, but if no one is listening how will we discover the
division facing American tennis
and how will we find possible
solutions?
I understand that you and I
alone do not have the solutions
to solve tennis challenges and
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advice is easier to listen to, when
not given in shouting or vulgar
language.
Those of you who read my
previous articles in Florida
Tennis, or listen to my “Coach
Danise
Sharing
Tennis
Blessings” broadcast, know my
passion for college and high
school tennis and my bias view
that like other sports, tennis
should be going through them.
You might have other views and
they too should be heard.
I would remind you that while
we gave our organization the
authority to manage tennis, we
did not give up our ownership of
those organizations. Your views
might be as biased as mine, yet
they should be listened to. If you
agree with that premises, then
why are we not all responsible?

I suggest that those now serving in our tennis and other governing bodies are honorable
individuals trying to do what is best for the
organizations they are working for. I also
think that those serving need to hear our
opinions and should take more time to
analyze them before dismissing ideals.
that I have more WHY questions than answers and that
some of the questions might
seem to be irrelevant. Though
how do we really know, until
they have been examined, or in
some cases, after we have seen
the results of previous decisions?
Years ago, as a member of the
USTA/Florida
Board
of
Directors, I was one of those
members who voted themselves
off the Board with our vote to
reduce the number of Board
members. The thinking then,
which I agreed with, was that it
was easier to get things done
with fewer members.
Examining the results of that
vote, I regret making that decision since I believe the direction
of the organization is no longer
Florida-member driven but
National driven. I also see a
larger bureaucracy which often
leads to the decision-making
process being internal and less
directions from its members.
Like many recent votes I hear
complaints about, my vote was a
well-meaning vote, although I
regret it today.
I suggest that those now serving in our tennis and other governing bodies are honorable
individuals trying to do what is
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best for the organizations they
are working for. I also think that
those serving need to hear our
opinions and should take more
time to analyze them before dismissing ideals. I also think
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The USTA Florida Foundation, the giving
arm of USTA Florida, returns 90 percent of
the annual contributions it receives from the
“Play Tennis!” license plate directly back into
the Florida tennis community, primarily
through local grassroots community program
grants.
During the first cycle of 2018 the USTA
Florida Section Foundation awarded more
than $45,000 in grants across Florida, to
community tennis organizations in Boca
Raton, Bradenton, Gainesville, Jacksonville,
Jupiter, Miami Beach, Orlando, Palm Coast,
Tallahassee and Weston.
In Bradenton multiple awards totaling more
than $8,000 went to the Panda Foundation’s
Panda Project, which focuses on adolescents’
adjustment and development, and the afterschool Team Junior Tennis Education and
Mentoring Program.
In Jacksonville more than $11,000 went
toward the MaliVai Washington Youth
Foundation’s summer camp and after-school
programs.
In Orlando almost $10,000 went toward
supporting after-school and youth recreation
programming.
In Jupiter, Love Serving Autism’s various
programs, events and after-school programming garnered more than $11,000.
“We’re elated to be able to offer grant
opportunities again this year,” said USTA
Florida Section Foundation Executive Director
Alexis Johnson. “When the grant applications
open again on August 1st, we’d love to see
innovative new programs and first-time applicants take a chance on applying so that donations are able to reach more areas throughout
the state.”
The USTA Florida Section Foundation provides financial support to organizations that
help people of all ages and abilities improve
their health and quality of life through the
game of tennis. The Foundation grants offer
funding for youth tennis programs, adaptive
tennis programs for those with special needs,
community tennis programs in economically
challenged areas, along with facility assistance
in the renovation, refurbishment and building
of quality public tennis facilities.
USTA Florida Section Foundation fist cycle
grants:
Boca Raton Velasco Tennis Foundation
($251.90 equipment grant)
Bradenton (2)
Panda Foundation, The
Panda Project 2018 ($5,125); Team Junior
Tennis, Inc.-Team Education & Mentoring
Program ($3,144)
Gainesville Gainesville-Area Community
Tennis Association, Expansion of Aces in
34
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Motion ($2,353)
Jacksonville (2) MaliVai Washington Youth
Foundation, TnT Camp Dynamite ($5,400),
Excellence Program ($5,700)
Jupiter (4) Love Serving Autism-Els for
Autism RALLY ($3,100), Love Serving
Autism-Mountaineer’s
School
of
Autism/After-School RALLY ($2,640), Love
Serving Autism-City of Green Acres RALLY
($2,800); Love Serving Autism Expansion of
Existing Programs ($2,489.30)
Miami Beach
North Shore Park Youth
Tennis Center ($2,499)
Orlando (3) Orange County Recreation,
Posh Rock at Ft. Gatlin Tennis Center
($4,905); Posh Rock Tennis Foundation
($2,472.80); Frontline Outreach Sports
Center ($2,101)
Palm Coast Flagler Community Education,
Belle Terre Swim & Racquet Club ($1,100)
Tallahassee Special Olympics Carnival at
the
Tallahassee
Tennis
Challenger
($616)Weston Broward College Tennis Club
Start Up ($313)
Since 2010 the USTA Florida Section
Foundation has awarded more than
$1,272,000 in grants for tennis programs
serving people of all ages and abilities



throughout Florida.
To support Florida recreational grassroots
tennis with a “Play Tennis!” plate go to
www.ustafloridafoundation.com/play-tennisflorida-license-plate, and follow along on social
media @USTAFloridaFNDN to see how your
annual contribution changes lives through tennis throughout the state.
ABOUT THE USTA FLORIDA SECTION
FOUNDATION
With a mission of “Changing Lives through
Tennis,” the USTA Florida Section Foundation
provides financial support to organizations
that help people of all ages and abilities
improve their health and quality of life through
the great game of tennis.
To learn more or for grant information visit
www.ustafloridafoundation.com.
More Than $45K in 2018 Florida
Community Tennis Grants in 2018 via USTA
Florida Foundation
The USTA Florida Foundation, the giving
arm of USTA Florida, returns 90 percent of
the annual contributions it receives from the
“Play Tennis!” license plate directly back into
the Florida tennis community, primarily
through local grassroots community program
grants.

HIGH-PERFORMANCE
TRAINING
Full Time & After School
Physical Conditioning
Mental Toughness
@sunrisetennisacademy
Sunrise Tennis Academy
sunrisetennisacademy.com
9605 West Oakland Park Blvd.
Sunrise, FL 33351-7148
Contact: (954) 572-2286

 

     
The 101st edition of the American Tennis
Association’s annual National Championships
were held for the first time in Orlando at that
the USTA National Campus. The prestigious
event featured more than 500 competitors
from across the country.
The ATA is the oldest African-American
sports organization in the country and was
founded in Washington, D.C., in 1916, with a
mission to promote black tennis in America.
The ATA founders established the first ATA
National Championships a year later. Held in
Baltimore, the inaugural Championships
included just three events, men’s and women’s
singles and men’s doubles. Today, the tournament has grown to include more than 50 competitive categories, with competitors ranging
from 10 to 80 years of age.
“This is indeed a historic milestone for both
the USTA and the ATA,” said USTA
Chairman of the Board and President, Katrina
Adams prior to the event. “We are excited by
this partnership and its long-term potential.
For years, African-Americans were not
allowed to compete in USLTA events, and
now the USTA will be hosting the ATA’s
biggest event. I think that’s the ultimate testament to the power of tennis to unite.”
Adams, along with tennis legends Arthur
Ashe and Althea Gibson, is a former ATA
champion. She visited the USTA National
Campus during this year’s event and
addressed a group of junior players on the
benefits of tennis and the importance of
sportsmanship.
Known as an annual cultural and tennis family reunion, the ATA National Championships
will now be held at the USTA National
Campus every three to four years through the
ATA and USTA’s partnership. This year’s
National Championships included a variety of
opportunities for players and fans to engage in
a wide range of activities led by USTA Player
Development throughout the Campus, including tennis exhibitions, Net Generation clinics,
seminars and parent trainings, to name just a
few. The event welcomes youth and families,
including NJTL, Junior Team Tennis and tournament players.
FLORIDIANS WIN OPEN TITLES
The open divisions, considered the highest
level of competition for the men and women,
concluded with Rodney Carey, of Pembroke
Pines, Fla., and Isabelle Porter, of Jupiter, Fla.,
taking home the men’s and women’s titles,
respectively. Carey has previously represented
the Bahamas in Davis Cup, while Porter is a
rising sophomore at NCAA Division II
Stonehill College in Massachusetts.
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USTA president Katrina Adams takes a selfie with tournament participants. Photos by Manuela Davies.

Girls 18s finalist Hanna Moss (left) and champion Azaria Hayes.

Boys 18 champion Kent Hunter (left) and finalist Raymond Richardson.
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An Awareness & Fundraising Campaign for
the American Tennis Association’s National
Training Facility coming soon to Miramar was
held at the Miramar Cultural Center.
The event was sponsored by the Greater Fort
Lauderdale Convention & Visitors Bureau and
the City of Miramar.
Wayne Messam, Mayor of Miramar, and his
family announced they are making a $10,000
contribution to the campaign. The facility will be
built at the Miramar Regional Park just west of I75 between Miami and Fort Lauderdale, and it
will include a stadium court seating up to 3,000
and 12 other courts plus an ATA Hall of Fame
museum.
Albert Tucker of the Greater Fort Lauderdale
CVB organized the event, and speakers included
“The City of Miramar is very excited about
about the possibility and prospects of the ATA
making our city their home, the headquarters
where the future champions of the highest level
will play,” Messam said. “We have phenomenal
athletes here in our city and our region. And
being a very diverse community, especially a
majority community of African-American
descent, it’s quite fitting that this would be the
location of the ATA facilities in our community.
And just to be an option for the historic institution, we could not be more excited.
“And we encourage everyone to help make
this a reality. At the end of the day it’s really about
the youth that will learn the sport of tennis, the
friendships that will be made over the years, the
professionalism that will be developed, personal
skills that will be developed. And just the intermingling of just Americans from across the country coming to Miramar is just an awesome
thought.”
The ATA is the oldest African-American
sports organization in the United States and has
produced numberous tennis great, such as Althea
Gibson, Arthur Ashe, Zina Garrison and Leslie
Allen.
The ATA’s National Championships will be
held July 28-Aug. 4 at the USTA National
Campus in Orlando. The event will be held at
Miramar in 2019 and alternate between the
USTA National Campus and ATA’s facility in
Miramar in future years.
County Commissioner Barbara Sharief, ATA
National Treasurer Roxanne Aaron, ATEF board
member Tiffany Brown, ATEF project manager
Barron Channer, ATEF co-chair Samuel
Morrison, and Sandy Michael-McDonald, director of the Broward Office of Small Business &
Economic Development.
Capital naming opportunities are available for
the tennis complex, exhibition court, tennis pavilion, tennis courts, Hall of Fame, etc.
And for a $125 minimum donation contributors can have their name and message inscribed
on a brick to be place on the walkways surrounding the facility.
For more information, visit www.myatef.org
-JIM MARTZ
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Miramar Mayor Wayne Messam and his family display their contribution to the ATA headquarters.

Artists rendering of the ATA Headquarters in Miramar

    
A One-On-One Doubles Shootout, alongside a live concert performed by RJ Howson band,
will be held at the Sawgrass Country Club in Ponte Vedra Beach, on Saturday, October 6, from
3 to 7 p.m.
This is a USTA/Florida sanctioned tournament.
RJ has played the Chicago Blues circuit and headlined many music festivals.
This $2,500 serve-and-volley competition will be played in round robin format, with short
sets, no ad scoring.
$1200 for champion; $800 for finalist; $300 for 3rd and $200 for 4th.
Entry Fee is $50 and includes player party with beer, snacks and live band.
All players are guaranteed 3 matches that usually last 2 hours before the quarterfinals.
Top juniors, college players, teaching professionals and touring players are all welcome to register.
Ken Veney, tennis director at Sawgrass Country Club, is the tournament’s club host.
For more tournament event information, call Ed Krass, tournament director, at 813-4783384; oneononedoubles@yahoo.com.
To learn more about One-On-One Doubles Tournaments, visit One-On-One Doubles Tennis
- Serve and Volley Tennis Half Court Style - Tennis and Rockin’ Blues!
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By DAVE KOZLOWSKI
Michele Krause, Chicago suburb native,
Arizona State graduate and Sarasota resident,
was recently honored by the USPTA (United
States Professional Tennis Association)
Florida division as its Tennis Professional of
the Year at the 2018 USPTA Florida
Convention
during
its
Outstanding
Achievement dinner at the Hyatt Regency
Grand Cypress in Orlando.
One could say that Krause’s glass is always
half full. In 2004 when she was the Director
of Tennis at the Punta Gorda Club of Tennis
& Fitness, her home and the tennis facility
were devastated by Hurricane Charley. Her
career and future were on hold. After some
assistance from the Florida tennis pros that
gave her a feeling of being desired and needed, she saw hope.
Suddenly a career windfall was coming her
way. Long-time tennis industry leader Jim
Baugh and the Tennis Industry Association
(TIA) were launching a new tennis growth
breakthrough platform, Cardio Tennis,
designed by the TIA and funded by the United
States Tennis Association. With a nationwide search that included over a 100 applicants, Krause was chosen as its director of
this new tennis/fitness program. The fift y
year-old tennis promoter and ambassador is
now labeled as co-founder and director of
Global Education of Cardio Tennis.
The TIA, USTA and Krause pride isinsurmountable about this tennis/fitness package
with 2.2 million participants in over 1,750
locations in the United States. Krause now
has Cardio Tennis in over 30 countries,
including
Italy
where
the
2012
TIA/Professional Tennis Registry Excellence
Award winner Krause was honored with a
visit with the Pope.
It is a program with up-beat music and nonstop movement that will keep up the heart
rate and help men burn up to 1,000 calories
and women more than 500 without the boredom of running endlessly on a treadmill in
less than an hour workout.
The passionate and high energy international face of Cardio Tennis has been seen on
NBC’s “The Biggest Loser,” where she
appeared with tennis celebrity Anna
Kournikova “ taking contestants through a
Cardio Tennis training session. Cashing in on
the fitness craze, there is also a program that
combines TRX Suspension Training and tennis.
Koz: Michele, first of all, congratulations
on this well-deserved award. We want to have
you share your feelings about the award and
Cardio Tennis, but let’s get to know more
40

The Koz interviews Michele Krause.

about you. Where did you start your professional career?
Michele: I was born in the Midwest but
started my professional career in the western
states and on the west coast. I became a west
coast girl. Then I came to work with Ted
Murray opening up a tennis and fitness club in
Punta Gorda. As many know, Punta Gorda
took a direct hit from Hurricane Charley. The
town was leveled. My home was ravaged and
condemned. I thought that I was going to
leave the tennis industry and I was going to
move on and do something else. All of a sudden I saw an ad for a new program. I looked
at the job description. It was the definition of
me. As a tennis teaching professional, I need
to have this job. Now here 13 years later and
I am now the director of Global Education of
Cardio Tennis.
Koz: Personally what has the success of
Cardio Tennis added to your life?
Michele: I have always felt that my goal and
my mission in the tennis world was to grow
the game through tennis and fitness. Cardio
tennis has become the vehicle to bring people
who don’t play tennis into the game with the
attraction of the fitness. It has become the
leading tennis growth activity. It has become
the number one growth activity out of 118
sports. Seeing the impact of Cardio Tennis on
the game has been very rewarding for me.
Koz: You were just named USPTA Florida
Pro of the Year. You have grown the game as
much as anyone in the industry. These are
your friends, your family and they chose you
as “Pro of the Year”. So what does that mean
to you?
Michele: Thanks, Koz. It is an incredible
honor. Florida is such a strong USPTA divi-
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sion. It is such a strong tennis state. To think
that I was selected means the absolute world
to me. It is a little bit of a dream come true.
Because if there were one award that I would
really want, this was that award.
Koz: You are known in the industry for
energy galore. Is there another activity, even
inside the world of tennis, that would fulfill
you as much as Cardio Tennis?
Michele: That is a great question. Being
very honest, Cardio Tennis is my baby. I ask
myself the same question. I just don’t think
that anything else would make me quite as
excited and passionate as Cardio Tennis does.
Here’s how some tennis industry leaders
feel about Michele Krause:
Jim Baugh
PHIT (Personal Health
Investment Today) America Founder & CEO:
Michele, congrats. What you do for tennis
around the world is amazing. You are a true
champion of tennis.
Jack Groppel, Ph.D., Co-Founder, Johnson
& Johnson Human Performance Institute: I
have known Michele since she got involved
with Cardio Tennis. She has done an outstanding job promoting and growing the sport
throughout the globe with Cardio Tennis.
This award is so well deserved. Thanks for
helping promote the greatest game on earth.
Jolyn de Boer, Executive Director Tennis
Industry Association: Michele Krause is an
excellent ambassador of Cardio Tennis and
the game of tennis. She is very deserving of
the USPTA Florida Pro of the Year award.
She leads the way to champion our sport.
Catch Michele Krause & the other USPTA
FL Outstanding Achievement winners & Past
Presidents
Tribute
on
https://youtu.be/JDf7Iz3pEm0

 

 
    
The USPTA Florida Division
Professionals received the following awards presented at the 2018
USPTA
Florida
Division
Convention during the Awards
Dinner on June 2 at the Hyatt
Regency Grand Cypress Resort in
Orlando.
On behalf of the USPTA
Florida Board of Directors, thanks
to all who continue to “Recognize
the Past & Embrace the Future.”
USPTA Florida - Leading the Way
in elevating the standards of tennis-teaching professionals and
coaches.
2018 USPTA Florida Division
Honorees:
* Hall of Fame,
John Joyce, Hypoluxo
*Division Professional of the Year
Michele Krause, University Park
* USPTA/USTA Florida Service Award
Greg Heartt, Orlando
* Har Tru Sports Stephen D. Shortridge
Sportsmanship Award
Patricio Madariaga, Miami
* President’s Award
Spike Gurney, Palm Beach Gardens
* Facility Manager of the Year
Richard LaRocca, Country Club of Orlando
* Diversity Award
Marc Atkinson, Orange Park
* Lessons for Life
Alex Hermeto, Fort Myers
* USPTA Stars
Lisa Pugliese, Palm Beach Gardens
* High School Coach of the Year
Mike Baugh, Clearwater
* U30 Professional of the Year
Kyle LaCroix, Boca Raton
* District President of the Year
Greg Heartt, Orlando
Central Florida District 4

* District of the Year
Boca Raton, District 11
Meika Ashby, District President
* District Professionals of the Year
District 1 Panhandle
Terry Thrash, Pensacola
* District 3 Jacksonville
Marc Atkinson, Orange Park
* District 4 Central FL
Rich Walker, Orlando
* District 5 Lakeland
Trish Riddell, Lakeland
* District 6 Daytona Beach
Ian Fletcher, St. Augustine
* District 7A Tampa
Howard Moore, Wesley Chapel
* District 7B St. Pete
Mike Baugh, Clearwater
* District 8 Sarasota
Ty Braswell, Sarasota
* District 9 Vero Beach
Gigi Casapu, Port St. Lucie
* District 10 West Palm Beach
Eric Kent, Boca Raton
* District 11 Boca Raton
Tyler Shelly, Fort Lauderdale
* District 12 Naples
Spike Gonzales, Naples
* District 13A S. Miami
Brad Mixson, Miami
* District 13B N. Miami Bch / Aventura
Chris Champion, Hollywood
* District 14 Lee County
Todd Wise, Fort Myers
* District 16 N. Dade / S. Broward
Todd Rubenstein, Miami
* District 17 Gainesville
Addison Staples, Gainesville
* District 18 Bonita Area
Frank Carleton, Bonita Springs
* Players of the Year
Men’s Open, Andrei Daescu, Jupiter
Women’s 35, Jana Hartlova, West Palm
Beach
Men’s 35, Daniel Stover, Jupiter
Men’s 40, Alex Millet, Naples
Women’s 50, Carolyn Franca, Tampa
Men’s 50, Frank Vermeer, Jacksonville
Men’s 55, Hans Gallauer, St. Petersburg
Men’s 65, Gewan Maharaj, Tampa

Brian Rosenthal, former Florida Tennis Association player
from the 1990’s, has orchestrated a reunion open to players,
parents, and coaches that participated in USTA Florida tennis
tournaments and events.
Festivities will launch on Friday evening, January 25, 2019, at
a venue to be determined. The team tennis reunion portion of
the event will take place in Orlando on Saturday, January 26, at
the Sheraton Vistana Resort from 9 a.m..-4 p.m.
The format will be a team tennis event placed together by
Rosenthal after he collects all entries. The deadline to register for
the tennis portion of the event is December 15.
The Facebook group, Florida Tennis, The 90’s, has resonated
over the last 10 months by generating 700+ subscribers to the
group.
A ton of fun content from the past and present can be found
on the page. Simply identify the group of Florida Tennis, The
90’s, and request to be a member. Rosenthal will add you to the
platform immediately.
In addition, Brian hosts a show two times per week named
“Lines are out” that features former players, past and present
coaches, and parents of players from USTA Florida. This show
typically airs on the group page at 8:30 p.m. on Wednesday and
Sunday evening.
For more information on the big Florida Tennis reunion, please
e-mail Rosenthal at brian@rdutennis.net. There is a registration
link posted on the Facebook group and he can e-mail you directly as well.
Here is the online registration link.
https://www.jotform.com/build/81837149684167

    
USTA Foundation, the national charitable arm of the United States
Tennis Association, announced that for the fifth consecutive year it has
partnered with longtime US Open sponsor Chase to award 10 National
Junior Tennis and Learning (NJTL) chapters with a grant.
This year, Chase has increased those grants to $15,000 to each chapter. Funding supports year-round tennis and education programming
through the A.C.E. curriculum (Academic Creative Engagement), the
USTA Foundation’s signature academic initiative. In total, Chase has
awarded more than $550,000 to select NJTL chapters within the fiveyear partnership.
On July 13, Chase helped each NJTL grant recipient host a “Return
the Serve Fun Day” to celebrate each chapter’s programming and its
impact on youth. Thousands of students in the selected cities took part
in this nation-wide celebration.
Each of the 10 local events featured high-energy and fun tennis activities, off-court educational opportunities, and a healthy lunch for the
youth participants of the NJTL programs, along with their families.
Ten NJTL chapters each received a $15,000 grant, including the
MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation of Jacksonville, Fla.

Dr. Richard Cohen plants a celebration kiss on daughter Julia.


Dr. Richard Cohen and Julia Cohen of Weston, Florida, and
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, successfully defended their USTA National
Father and Daughter Hard Court championship end at the Barnes
Tennis Center in San Diego. They set a USTA family doubles record
in only losing 5 games the entire tournament.
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The USTA National Campus in
Orlando will become the new host
of the 10th and final event on the
2018 Invesco Series QQQ tennis
circuit on December 6, featuring a
celebration of American tennis legends.
The one-night tournament will
feature four American champion
players - former world No. 1 and
two time French and Australian
Open champion Jim Courier, 2003
U.S. Open champion and former
world No. 1 Andy Roddick, former
U.S. Davis Cup star and former
world No. 4 and Miami Open tournament director James Blake, and
former U.S. Davis Cup star and
2004 Olympic silver medalist Mardy
Fish.
The event will be played on the
hard court stadium at the USTA
National Campus and will start at 7
p.m. Tickets will be available at
InvescoSeries.com
starting
September 15. The event will fea-

ture two one-set semifinal matches
followed by a one-set championship
match in one session. The Orlando
event takes the place of the previously announced Denver event.
“We are excited to partner with
the USTA to showcase icons of
American tennis at this incredible
facility. The USTA has supported
Champions Tennis since we started
the tour 14 years ago. We appreciate their continued support and
look forward to many years of world
class tennis in Orlando,” said
Courier, co-founding partner of
InsideOut
Sports
and
Entertainment.
“The USTA National Campus
has allowed Orlando to become the
home of American tennis, welcoming athletes and their families to our
community year round. We’re
thrilled that this incredible facility
will host an event on the 2018
Invesco Series QQQ circuit and
look forward to celebrating

Former No. 1 Andy Roddick.

Former U.S. Davis Cup star Mardy Fish

Miami Open director James Blake.

Two-time French and Australian Open champ Jim Courier
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American tennis and some of its
legends here in December,” said
Buddy Dyer, Orlando Mayor.
“The USTA National Campus is
thrilled to serve as the host of the
2018 Invesco Series QQQ culminating
event,”
said
Kurt
Kamperman, Chief Executive,
USTA National Campus. “It will be
a truly unique experience for the
Central Florida community to watch
this historic group of American tennis legends play underneath the
lights of our world-class facility.”
The Invesco Series QQQ is the
North American tennis circuit for
champion tennis players over the
age of 30 and features other tennis
legends including John McEnroe,
Tommy Haas, Lleyton Hewitt and
Mark Philippoussis.
So far in 2018, Haas, playing his
first year on the circuit, has won
titles in Charleston, S.C. and at
Kohala Coast, Hawaii, while

Philippoussis has won the only
other event played so far in Toronto,
Canada.
The remaining 2018 Invesco
Series QQQ schedule is as follows:
August 19: Winston-Salem, N.C.
(Wake Forest University)
Andy
Roddick, James Blake, Michael
Chang, and Mark Philippoussis
August 23, 24: New Haven, CT
(Connecticut Tennis Center at Yale)
- John McEnroe, Tommy Haas,
James Blake and Todd Martin
October 4: St. Louis, MO
(Chaifetz Arena) John McEnroe,
Andy Roddick, Jim Courier, and
Mark Philippoussis
October 6: Houston, TX (Tudor
Fieldhouse) John McEnroe, Andy
Roddick, James Blake, and Jim
Courier
October 21: Los Angeles, CA
(Sherwood Country Club) Andy
Roddick, James Blake, Tommy
Haas, and Mardy Fish

    
Tennis legend, Chris Evert will continue her campaign to combat drug abuse
and child neglect in South Florida when
she hosts the 29th annual Chris
Evert/Raymond James Pro-Celebrity
Tennis Classic fundraiser November 911.
Celebrities playing in this year’s event
include new to the tournament X-Men
and Mad Men actress January Jones,
and from The Good Wife and Sex &
The City, Chris Noth.
Returning veterans include Jon Lovitz,
David Cook, Carson Kressley, Seal,
Timothy Olyphant, Tate Donovan,
Shawn Hatosy and Jamie McShane.

Returning tennis pros include long-time
rival and friend Martina Navratilova and
“Dual Hand Luke” Luke Jensen.
The Chris Evert/Raymond James ProCelebrity Tennis Classic fundraising
weekend includes a Pro-Am, Cocktail
Party, Charity Gala and two days of
Pro- Celebrity Tennis.
For more information visit www.chrisevert.org or contact Chris Evert
Charities at 561-394-2400.
Proceeds benefit The Drug Abuse
Foundation of Palm Beach County and
the Ounce of Prevention Fund of
Florida, which help fight against drug
abuse and child neglect in Florida

Chris Evert with returning player Carson Kressley.

        
The United States Tennis Association (USTA) announced the initial lineup for the 2018 Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day powered by Net Generation. The
events will include a performance of “Shine” by students from Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School of Parkland, Florida.
The world’s largest single-day, grassroots tennis and entertainment event
will feature some of the top tennis players in the world including defending
US Open Champion and World Number One Rafael Nadal, 2018
Wimbledon Champions and past US Open Champions Novak Djokovic
and Angelique Kerber, and 2018 US Open Finalist Madison Keys, plus live
performances from critically-acclaimed sibling pop group Echosmith, and
multilingual music sensations In Real Life.
The event takes place on Saturday, August 25, at the USTA Billie Jean
King National Tennis Center in Flushing Meadows, NY, from 9:30 a.m. 4 p.m. and honors the legacy and impact of Arthur Ashe, and serves as
the kick-off to the 2018 US Open, celebrating the tournament’s milestone
50th anniversary, which runs from August 27 September 9.
Television and film star Skai Jackson and Interscope recording artist Alex
Aiono will co-host, along with Radio Disney’s Morgan, who appears as
part of the event’s partnership with Radio Disney, the #1 family destination for music from today’s biggest rising stars.
“As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the US Open and Arthur
Ashe’s historic win, we are reminded as to why we honor Arthur Ashe and
his legacy on this day,” said Gordon Smith, USTA Executive Director and
Chief Executive Officer. “Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day, and the USTA’s Net
Generation, help fulfill Arthur’s mission of promoting the sport of tennis to
young people and continue Arthur’s vision of instilling the values of
humanitarianism, leadership and academic excellence. We pay tribute to
Arthur Ashe as a champion both on and off the court and a leader for civil
rights, equal rights, and human rights.”
Shine MSD is a non-profit 501(c)(3) founded by Marjory Stoneman
Douglas drama students after the school shooting on February 14, 2018
to support victims’ families and heal the Parkland community through the
arts. The organization takes its name from the original song, “Shine,” written by MSD drama students Sawyer Garrity and Andrea Pena. What began
as a personal healing journey, channeling their pain and anger into the writing of the song, quickly evolved into what has become an anthem for a generation determined to make a change in the world. Shine MSD was formed
to teach the power of artistic expression and to give the students a platform
to find their own voice. The non-profit currently runs Camp Shine providing free drama, music and art therapy to MSD students. Sawyer, Andrea
and their families and friends realized the power of healing through artistic
expression, and the positive impact the arts has in inspiring hope and unity

in the aftermath of tragedy.
For the second consecutive year, Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day will support and
promote Net Generation, the USTA’s approach to inspire the next generation of tennis athletes. Embracing all aspects of youth play for kids aged
5 18, the objective of Net Generation is to provide a kid-friendly, safe connection to the sport, while also serving as a platform to celebrate individuality and self-expression.
Tickets are on sale through Ticketmaster (1-866-OPEN-TIX),
www.usopen.org and at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center
box office. General admission promenade tickets cost $10 and loge tickets
are $25. Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day powered by Net Generation will also
broadcast nationally on ABC on Sunday, August 26, from 2 - 3 p.m.

    
Ray Benton, Chief Executive Officer for JTCC, announced that as of
October 2018 Claudio Pistolesi will become the Director of Tennis for The
Bolles School in Jacksonville, FL.
JTCC has run the tennis program at The Bolles School since 2014
under the leadership of former world #3 Brian Gottfried. Gottfried, who
will be relocating to Sarasota, will continue to be involved on a part time
basis supporting players on site at Bolles, at JTCC in College Park, MD
and when they travel for tournaments.
Pistolesi has had a distinguished career in tennis as a player and as a
coach. He reached #71 in the ATP World Rankings and represented Italy
in the Davis Cup. His achievements as a coach include successful relationships with Swede Robin Soderling and Slovak Daniela Hantuchova and
also as the Coaches Representative to the ATP Players Council. He now
runs his own business ‘Claudio Pistolesi Enterprise’ based in Jacksonville
that focuses on both developing juniors striving to compete collegiately in
the US and working with professional players.
Pistolesi has had a significant involvement in JTCC’s work at Bolles
since the program’s inception and has a close relationship with Assistant
Director and Boys’ Head Coach, Matt Andre and Girls’ Head Coach,
Danielle Wiggins.
“It is very exciting to bring someone of Claudio’s playing and coaching
experience on board,” said Gottfried. “I have no doubt that his experience
will help strengthen both the coaching team and Bolles Tennis as a whole.”
“Bolles Tennis has grown each year since the partnership with JTCC
began,” said Benton.” The addition of Claudio will undoubtedly lead to the
program reaching new heights and I’m excited to see this accelerated
progress unfold.”
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NEW BOOKS
* GAME CHANGERS: The
Story of Venus and Serena
Williams, by Lisa Cline-Ransome;
illustrated by James E. Ransome.
$17.99, Ages 3-8, Paula
Wiseman Books.
This picture book biography of
the two sisters allows the earliest
readers to learn about, and be
inspired by, the Williams sisters.
* IT’S NOT MY FAULT: 150
Hilarious Excuses Every Tennis
Players Should Know, by Joshua
Shifrin, foreword by Peter Bodo.
$12.99, Skyhorse Publishing
Paperback, also available as an
ebook.
Shifrin helps tennis players
make sense of their most monumental losses on the court.
Examples: My opponent’s grunting is distracting. My strings are
too tight. I have tennis elbow.
These tennis balls are too slow.
* A PERFECT PAIR: PR
AND EVENT PROMOTION:
by Alan Taylor. Available in the
book section of Amazon.com for
$19.99 by searching for “Alan
Taylor A Perfect Pair”.
Muhammad Ali, Billie Jean
King, eight Olympic Games!
What do they have in common?
Each plays an important role in
this book that chronicles Taylor’s
career from being a sports writer
to a sports public relations
expert.
A resident of Boca Raton,
Taylor founded Alan Taylor
Communications (now known as
taylorpr) and built it to its premier
status it still enjoys.
The book talks about how
important women’s sports in
general, and women’s tennis in
particular was to his career.
Taylor was involved with the original World Team Tennis from its
inception to its end, many different tournaments including the
U.S. Open, sponsorships for
Chase, Bristol Myers, Pilot Pen,
Hamlet Cup and many others.
Taylor’s journey takes you
from his sports writing days in
Florida and California to an
award winning public relations
career in
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New York where he made
sports public relations and event
marketing a specialty in the
1980s.
“Sports has always been my
number one passion.” Taylor, 81
and now retired in Boca Raton,
FL says. “I was never good
enough to play, so I did the next
best thing: write about sports
and eventually promote sports
activities. The natural progression in my generation was from
media to public relations. So it
was an obvious choice for me to
make sports public relations a
specialty after spending a number of years doing more traditional public relations activities.”
* HIDING IN AMERICA, by
Pierce Kelley
Young Mekhaeil Zacharias is
on a journey of self-discovery
more than on a run from the ISIS
terrorists who seek to kill him.
He’s on a journey to find the
truth of the nature of God. While
hiding in the Big Apple, he tries
to find his purpose in life. This is
the third in Pierce’s five-book
series.
TROON BUYS DRYSDALE
MANAGEMENT
Troon , the leader in club management, development, and marketing, announced the company’s acquisition of Cliff Drysdale
Management (CDM), the nation’s
largest tennis management company.
The acquisition, completed in
early July, brings together two
influential sports management
companies that have been
excelling at locations around the
world for more than two
decades.
CDM joins Troon’s portfolio of
companies that includes Troon
Golf , Honours Golf , Troon Priv
, CaddieMaster
and Troon
International . CDM will continue
to operate under the Cliff
Drysdale brand and governed by
the same culture and leadership
that has existed since its founding
in 2001. CDM’s Don Henderson
has made a long-term commitment to continue his role with
the company and will remain in
place as CDM’s president and
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Legends United is an initiative for social change among
professional tennis players.
In donating and signing
their equipment, they strive
to raise money for a variety
of remarkable foundations.
Within the next few
months our online store will
launch and the public will be
able to bid on the most valuable memorabilia in tennis.

CEO. Cliff Drysdale will also
maintain interest in the business,
continuing to develop its strategic
vision, partnership relations, and
conducting event appearances.
Headquartered
in
New
Braunfels, Texas, with 30 locations in 9 states and 2 countries,
CDM’s team consists of more
than 200 tennis and club management professionals and 40
directors and executive staff. The
company’s client list includes
many of the world’s finest organizations in the tennis, hospitality
and fitness industries. The combination of Troon and CDM lays
the foundation for a blueprint of
success aimed at growing the
sport of tennis on a worldwide
scale, and raising the standard for
tennis operations across the
industry.
“The Troon organization totally understands our business,”
said Cliff Drysdale. “We are to
tennis and health what Troon has
been to golf for decades. It is a
perfect fit. I am inspired to work
hard to make this new beginning
a major success for our company
and the tennis industry. Our
small steps are taking a giant
leap.”
CDM’s Florida facilities:
Omni
Amelia
Island
Plantation, Amelia Island
The Club at Grove Isle,
Coconut Grove
Hawks Cay Resort, Duck Key

The
Ritz-Carlton,
Key
Biscayne-Miami
Crandon Park Tennis Center,
Key Biscayne
Bluewater Bay Tennis Center,
Niceville
Weston Tennis Center, Weston
BURWASH INTERNATIONAL
UPDATE
Peter Burwash International
(PBI) held their Annual Meeting
at the Bio-Hotel Stanglwirt in
Tirol Austria. This year marks
the 43rd anniversary of the company that was founded by Peter
Burwash back in 1975. Of the
86 professionals in PBI, 21 of
them have 20 or more years of
experience in the company.
The Florida division of PBI
represented at the meeting were:
Fabio Vasconcellos, Director of
Tennis, Harbour Ridge Country
Club in Stuart, Lilia OsterlohSnape, Director of Tennis, Ritz
Carlton Naples Beach Resort,
Naples, Shawn Hedrick, Director
of Tennis, Naples Grande Beach
Resort, Naples, Alain Labrecque,
Director of Tennis, Four Seasons
Orlando, Orlando, Art Santos,
Director of Tennis, Palm Island
Resort, Cape Haze, Kimberly
Kenwell, Director of Tennis, Four
Season Palm Beach.
PBI announced a new partnership with Callaway Resort &
Gardens, a 2,500-acre resort
complex located in Pine
Mountain, Georgia.

 
WHERE TO PLAY
OUT OF STATE
NEW YORK CITY & VERMONT, CHRIS LEWIT TENNIS
3997 VT-100
Londonderry, VT 05148
914-462-2912
www.chrislewit.com
chris@chrislewit.com
Spanish and European Influenced System. World-Class
Technical Training
*Summer Boarding High Performance Camp in the
Breathtaking ?Beauty of Vermont
*Holiday Camps
*Customized Short-Term Training

CENTRAL & NORTH FLORIDA
BR ANDY WINE TENNIS AND FITNESS CLUB
2930 Brandywine Road,
Deland, FL 32720
386-734-0900
e-mail: info@brandywinetennis.com
website: www.brandywinetennis.com
4 lighted Har-Tru, 4 lighted hard courts and fitness facility
High performance junior and professional training
Greater Volusia Tennis League teams
EMER ALD GREENS CONDO-RESORT
at Carrollwood Country Club
13941 Clubhouse Drive
Tampa, FL 33618
813-961-9400 ext. 401
Sales Manager, J.R. Pfeuffer
E-mail: JR@stayandplaytampa.com
Director of Tennis, Chris Cary
E-mail: Chris@carrollwoodcc.com
8 Har-Tru Courts, all lighted for early/night time play,
Junior size Olympic pool, fitness center & more.
FLORIDA TENNIS CENTER
Tom Kelly
Tennis Manager
1 Deuce Court, Daytona Beach, FL 32124
386-671-8904
email: kellyt@codb.us
www.floridatenniscenterdaytona.com
24 hydro clay courts, 20 lighted, adult and junior programs,
elite jr. academy, full service pro-shop
G.T. BR AY RECREATION CENTER
Manatee County Parks and Recreation Department
5502 33rd Avenue Drive West
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-742-5923
8 Har Tru, 8 hard courts, 8 racquetball courts, all lighted for
early morning/night time play, pool, fitness center and more
Daily and 1, 6, 12 month membership rates avail able.
HARBOR HILLS COUNTRY CLUB
John C. Natolly - USPTA Elite Tennis Professional
Director of Tennis & Racquets
6538 Lake Griffin Road
Lady Lake, FL 32159
www.harborhills.com
352-753-9376 Tennis Pro Shop
jnatolly@harborhills.com
Nine lighted Har-Tru Tennis Courts, four lighted Har-Tru
ickleball Courts. Private lessons, clinics, tournaments, and
eagues. Restaurant, rill room, and Championship Golf Course.
MIS SION INN RES ORT & CLUB
Cesar Villarroel, Director of Tennis & Fitness, Realtor
10400 Country Club Road 48
Howey-in-the-Hills, FL 34737
352-324-2024
Cell: 352-455-6815
E-mail: cesartennis1@aol.com
6 clay, 2 hard courts
OMNI AMELIA ISLAND PLANTATION
Scott Colbourne, Director of Cliff Drysdale Tennis
Gary Biel, Director of Recreation
www.omniameliaislandplantation.com
www.weekresortguide.com
Member of the Global Hotel Alliance
Direct to Scott: 904-277-5151
Direct to Gary: 904.277.5992
23 beautiful Har-Tru courts, a Tennis Magazine top 50 resort

ORLANDO TENNIS CENTRE
649 West Livingston Street
Orlando, FL 32801
407246-4469 Front Desk / Reservations
11 Hydro grid clay courts, 5 hard courts under lights
Tom Sweitzer, Manager / USTA Master
USTA?&?USPTA?Hall of Fame Inductee.
Annual play pass or hourly court fee
E Tennis Pro Shop - 407-413-5563

Pro,

PALM ISLAND RESORT
PBI Director of Tennis: Art Santos
7092 Placida Road
Cape Haze FL 33946
Resort Phone: 941-697-4800
Tennis Pro Shop: 941-662-0546
Email: Art.Santos@pbitennis.com
PLAY THE CLAY TENNIS
2616 Princess Way
Kississimee, FL34746
407-396-6672
Cell: 407-922-7648
E-mail: mgmptc007@gmail.com
Pro shop, private tennis
PTR coaching professional
Beginners to world-class players welcome
ROS EM ARY BEACH R ACQUET CLUB
Mike Clark, Tennis Director
235 East Water St., Panama City Beach, FL 32413
850 278-2061
www.rosemarybeach.com
tennis@rosemarybeach.com
8 clay courts, 6 with lights, daily clinics, memberships avail
able
THAKK AR TENNIS CENTER
Horace Watkis pro
4860 Haw Branch Rd.
Sebring, FL 33875
863-386-4282, cell 863-414-2164
horacewatkis@hotmail.com
6 HarTru clay courts, lighted
League play, clinics, lessons, tournaments.

SOUTH FLORIDA
BOYNTON BEACH TENNIS CENTER
Laurie Fasolo, Administrative Assistant
3111 S. Congress Ave.
Boynton Beach, FL 33426
561-742-6575
E-mail: fasolol@bbfl.us; sheay@bbfl.us
17 Har Tru courts and 4 composite courts
Various teaching pros with an average of 23 years
experience each
USPTA certified P-1
BRIAN PICCOLO TENNIS CENTER
Eliseo Serrano, Tennis Director
9501 Sheridan St.
Cooper City, FL 33024
954-437-9983
Cell: 786-346-3309
12 clay Hydro courts with lights. Adult & jr. programs
after school all levels.
www.brianpiccolotenniscenter.com
DAVID ENSIGNIA TENNIS ACADEMY
Miccosukee Golf & Country Club
6401 Kendale Lakes Dr.
Miami, Fl. 33183
305-833-3896
David Ensignia Sr. Tennis Director: 305-490-8623
David Ensignia Jr. High Performance Director 786-348-4304
www.davidensigniatennis.com
davidensigniatennis@gmail.com
Tennis for All Programs
Adaptive Tennis
10 & Under
Junior Players, Adults and High Performance
PTR & USTA Certified Coaches
10 Hard Courts surrounded by 27 hole state of art Golf
Course, open to public.

THE DIPLOMAT GOLF AND TENNIS CLUB
501 Diplomat Parkway
Hallandale Beach, FL33009
Adult , Junior Programming and Special Events
10 clay courts, 6 lit for night play, Golf, Swimming and Dining
sloring@troon.com
954 883 4400
EVERT TENNIS ACADEMY
10334 Diego Drive South
Boca Raton, FL 33428
www.evertacademy.com
Phone: 561-488-2001, 1-800-334-7827
E-mail: evert@imgworld.com
High Performance Academy
Weekly, Monthly, Semester,
Spring Break Camps (Ages 8-18)
Summer Camps (Ages 8-18)
Tennis Director: John Evert
IS LAMOR ADA TENNIS CLUB
Only Clay Courts in the Upper Keys
Clinics, Lessons & Match Play for Adults and Juniors
76800 Overseas Highway
Islamorada, FL 33036
305-664-5341
Manager Cell 305-393-1350
LAUDERDALE TENNIS CLUB
600 Tennis Club Drive
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311
954-763-8657
www.lauderdaletennisclub.com
20 clay (8 lighted), 3 hard courts
Memberships available, summer tennis and athletic camp
MICHAEL-ANN RUSS ELL JCC
18900 NE 25th Ave.
North Miami Beach, FL 33180
305-932-4200 x160
Tennis director Donna Tollefsen
Bill Ogene, USTA High Performance coach.
For more information, contact Donna Tollefsen, USPTA1,
by e-mail: donnatollefsen@aol.com
Extreme Tennis Academy directors Dr. Freddy Azucey and
Carlos Maehama
MIDTOWN ATHLETIC CLUB
Laurent Leclerc, Tennis Director
2300 Royal Palm Boulevard
Weston, Fl 33326
954-384-3042
www.midtown.com/weston
E-mail: Laurent.leclerc@midtown.com
25 court lighted tennis courts, 24 which are clay.
2008 Top 50 Tennis Welcome Center site
2008 PTR Private Facility of the Year
New High Performance Director Luis Brest
NORTH MIAMI BEACH TENNIS CENTER
16851 W. Dixie Highway
North Miami Beach, FL 33160
305-919-0839
18 courts: 12 hydro clay, 6 hard
Director of tennis: Jay Senter
E-mail: jay@nmbtenniscenter.com
www.nmbtenniscenter.com
PATCH REEF PARK TENNIS CENTER
2000 Yamato Road
Boca Raton, FL 33431
561-367-7090
e-mail: LMartorano@myboca.us
www.PatchReefPark.org
Memberships available
PEMBROK E LAK ES TENNIS CENTER
Pierre Arnold director of tennis
10500 Taft St.
Pembroke Pines, FL 33026
954-431-4146 954-232-8267
E-mail: arnoldtennis4@gmail.com
5 clay courts, 9 hard courts, all lighted for night play, pro
shop, locker rooms, memberships, all tennis programs for
adults & juniors

PINE CREST SCHOOL
1501 NE 62nd Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334
954-492-4159
Lessons available for ages 3-18
High Performance Clinics
USPTA Pros: Kasey Gladding, Brett Kurtz, Farhan Malik
and Christine Walter
THE RACQUET CENTER
21626 St. Andrews Blvd.
Boca Raton, FL 33433
561-367-7075
Website: TheRacquetCenter.org
FaceBook: Boca Raton Racquet Center
Recipient: USTA Outstanding Facility of The Year Award
Recipient: USTA Member Organization of the Year.
26 Har-tru Courts (12 lighted)
Private lessons, Group Clinics, Memberships, League Play,
Junior Camps, After-school Programs, Tournaments, Ladders,
Ball Machines, Birthday Parties.
ROBERT GOMEZ
Professional Tennis Operations Supervisor
Kerdyk Biltmore & Salvadore Park Tennis Centers
Coral Gables
305-460-5360 (Biltmore), 305-460-5333 (Salvadore)
USPTA High Performance Coach Certified
European Tennis Registry Certified National Coach
2016 USPTA Facility Manager of the Year
2014 USPTA Touring Professional of the Year
2011 USPTA S. Miami Professional of the Year
2008 USTA Florida Junior Development Coach of the Year
ROYAL PALM TENNIS CLUB
7001 SW 98 St.
Miami, FL 33156
305- 661 -3350
Website: www.rptc.org
E-mail: proshop@rptc.org
Club Manager: Bev Crane
Tennis Director: Eric Hechtman
10-Acre Site
19 Clay Courts (17 Lighted), 2 Lighted Hard Courts
Shaded Thatched Chickees between courts. Pro Shop. Men’s
and Women’s Locker Room and Showers. Covered Patio. Offices
and Multi-Purpose Room. Full-sized-Practice Wall. Private Parking.
Programs: High Performance training program with all ages
and levels. Multiple Division 1 college players play at Royal Palm
during camps for Winter, Spring and Summer. We also have afterschool programs as well as a multitude of adult programs.
Summer Camps
Adult Lessons and Clinics
SANS SOUCI
PENNY S UGARMAN TENNIS CENTER
Ross Dubins
1795 Sans Souci Blvd.
North Miami, FL 33181
305-893-7130
E-mail: rdubins@northmiamifl.gov
Quick Start, after school, camp & privates
TENNIS CENTER OF COR AL SPRINGS
2575 Sportsplex Dr.
Coral Springs, FL 33071
954-344-1840
E-mail: TCNEWS@CORALSPRINGS.ORG
www.CSTENNIS.ORG
TENNIS CONSULTING
“For Accomplishing Tennis Goals and Dreams”
Jonathan Goldfarb- Author, Coach and Consultant
www.tennisconsulting.net
jon@tennisconsulting.net
( 561) 866-3810
On-Site Location: Boca Raton
Also done Worldwide
TENNISTIP.COM
Learn Tennis. Get Social. Be Fit.
Adult Group & Private Tennis Lessons & LiveBall
Brian@TennisTIP.com
FABIO VASCONCELLOS
Harbour Ridge Yacth & Country Club
Lakeside Tennis Club
PBI Director of Tennis
3400 Gilson Rd, Palm City, FL 34990
772-336-8911

W ES TON TENNIS CENTER
16451 Racquet Club Rd.
Weston, FL 33326
954-389-8666
Tennis director: Steven Browne. E-mail: s.browne@cliff drysdale.com
www.cliffdrysdale.com
15 Hydro courts, 1 hard court, leagues, programming and
events for all levels of play.
WINDWARD APARTMENTS
AT THE VILLAGES
1441 Brandywine Rd.
West Palm Beach, 33409
AND SOUTH COUNTY REGIONAL PARK
Tennis Learning Center
11200 Park Access Rd.
West Boca Raton, 33498
Programs available for all junior levels, beginning to very
advanced. Junior high performance by appointment only.
Adult classes and lessons available for all levels ... Ladies
team ... call for more details.
561-477-9660
cell: 562-477-5350

WHERE TO FIND PROS
OUT OF STATE
NEW YORK CITY & VERMONT, CHRIS LEWIT
High Performance Coaching
Expert in Spanish Training; Expert in Technique and
Biomechanics for Young Prodigies
www.chrislewit.com
chris@chrislewit.com
914-462-2912

CENTRAL & NORTH FLORIDA
CESAR VILLARROEL
Mission Inn Resort & Club
10400 Country Club Road 48
Howey-in-the-Hills, FL 34737
352-324-2024
Cell: 352-455-6815
E-mail: cesartennis1@aol.com
CHRIS CARY
Tennis Director
Carrollwood Country Club
13903 Clubhouse Drive
Tampa, FL 33618
813-317-7778
e-mail: chris@carrollwoodcc.com
COACH JOHN DANISE
District 15 NJTL
Indian River County
E-mail: coachjohndanise@bellsouth.net
www.district15njtl.org
DEVELOP YOUR GAME
Brandywine Tennis Club
Mary Pat Campbell: Tennis Director
Rick & Jenifer Aubin: Professionals
Deland, FL 32720
ERIC DOBSHA
Eric Dobsha Tennis Academy
17304 Van Dyke Farms Blvd.
Odessa, Fl 33556
email edobsha@hotmail.com
770- 330- 0099
dobshatennis.com
We are a full service tennis facility with a wide range of
programming and levels of play. We are located in North Tampa
off the Veterans Expy. Please visit our website for information
on our program.
HOR ACE WATKIS
USPTA certified
Thakkar Tennis Center
4860 Haw Branch Rd.
Sebring, FL 33875
863-386-4282, cell 863-414-2164
horacewatkis@hotmail.com
6 HarTru clay courts, lighted
League play, clinics, lessons, tournaments

JOHN C. NATOLLY - USPTA Elite Tennis Professional
HARBOR HILLS COUNTRY CLUB
Director of Tennis & Racquets
6538 Lake Griffin Road
Lady Lake, FL 32159
www.harborhills.com
352-753-9376 Tennis Pro Shop
jnatolly@harborhills.com
Nine lighted Har-Tru Tennis Courts, four lighted Har-Tru
Pickleball Courts.
Private lessons, clinics, tournaments, and leagues. Restaurant
grill room, and Championship Golf Course.
MIK E CLARK, USP TA
164 Grand Flora Way
Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459
850 974-4464, 850 278-2061
www.rosemarybeach.com
mikeclarktennis@rosemarybeach.com
PJ LANGONE
Private Coach
Tampa / Clearwater area
727-251-8505
langonetennis@gmail.com
Elite tennis coaching and training for the competitive player.
All aspects for the tournament player; technique, footwork,
tactics, fitness.
Proven results with nationally ranked USTA players and ITF
players.
College recruitment services; player videos, correspondence
with coaches
Former ATP-ranked player; former NCAA?Division I scholar
ship player; USTA national champion.
Recently reloctaed from South Florida.
SCOTT COLBOURNE
Director of Cliff Drysdale Tennis
GARY BLEI
Director of Recreation
Omni Amelia Island Plantation
www.omniameliaislandplantation.com
www.weekresortguide.com
Member of the Global Hotel Alliance
Direct to Scott: 904-277-5151
Direct to Gary: 904-277-5992
23 beautiful Har-Tru courts, a Tennis Magazine top 50 resort
SEKOU BANGOUR A INTERNATIONAL TENNIS
ACADEMY, Inc.
Lakewood Ranch Athletic Club/Sarasota Sports Club
Email:sekoutennis@comcast.net
Phone 941-320-9188
Certify: USPTA & USPTR
Tour Player and Coach to :Sekou Bangoura Jr.
Teaches all levels and High Performance Coach.
TOM K ELLY
Florida Tennis Center
Tennis Manager
1 Deuce Court, Daytona Beach, FL 32124
386-671-8904
email: kellyt@codb.us
www.floridatenniscenterdaytona.com
24 hydro clay courts, 20 lighted, adult and junior programs,
elite jr. academy, full service pro-shop

SOUTH FLORIDA
ANDREI KOZLOV MIAMI TENNIS ACADEMY
Kozlov Tennis Academy
C.B. Smith Park, Pembroke Pines
954-993-7183
www.KozlovTennis.com
Youth tennis academy Russian style
Work from 8:00 - 18:00
ANDRES VALLEJ O
Weston Hills Country Club
2600 Country Club Way,
Weston, FL 33332
815-355-7622
Private & Group Lessons
andres@tennistrunk.com
Www.TennisTrunk.com
Teaching Pro and Founder of TennisTrunk.com a service specializing in tennis gifts delivered each month for recreational and
avid tennis players

BILL ADAMS INTERNATIONAL TENNIS ACADEM Y
Lake Shore Park
8501 S. Sherman Circle, Miramar
954-394-5769
Email: ba_tennis@yahoo.com
Full day programs available
JEFF DROCK MS, CS CS
Private fitness and footwork training
Boca Raton/Delray Beach
754-366-4525
www.superfitnesstennis.com
jeff@superfittennis.com
Private fitness and footwork coach for world number Coco
Gauff and other world-ranked juniors
BRIAN LUTZ
TennisTIP.com
Learn Tennis. Get Social. Be Fit.
Adult Group & Private Tennis Lessons & LiveBall
Brian@TennisTIP.com
COLON E. NUNEZ
President, Nunez Tennis Training
3455 NE 207 Street
Aventura, FL 33180
305-682-9444
www.tennistraining.com
DALE LEPREVOST
Lauderdale Tennis Club
600 Tennis Club Drive
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311
954-560-2159
www.NewTennis.com
BILL CLARK TENNIS ACADEM Y
Bill Clark Tennis Director
Cooper City Pool and Tennis Center
11600 Stonebridge Parkway
Cooper City, FL 33026
www.billclarktennis.com / www.billclarktennis@gmail.com
954-433-8673
High Performance Junior Tennis Academy, summer camp,
winter camp, spring camp, 30 years of success developing junior
tennis players
Private lessons, group clinics are available.
DONNA TOLLEFSEN
Michael-Ann Russell JCC
18900 NE 25th Ave.
North Miami Beach, FL 33180
305-932-4200 x160
Development of the Tournament or School Team Player
For more information, contact Donna Tollefsen, USPTA1, email: donnatollefsen@aol.com
Extreme Tennis Academy Directors Dr. Freddy Azucey and
Carlos Maehama.
DAVID ENSIGNIA
Tennis Director
USTA Member & PTR Certified Coach
Miccosukee Golf & Country Club, Kendale Lakes. Miami.
Coral Pine Park, Pinecrest. Miami.
305-490 8623/ 786-348-4304
www.davidensigniatennis.com
davidensigniatennis@gmail.com
DAVID JASMIN
Fountains Country Club
4476 Fountains Club Drive
Lake Worth, FL. 33467
TEAM SPOTS AVAILABLE!
Players of all levels welcomed and encouraged to join our
Tennis Program. Discover why ours is rated one of the
finest in Palm Beach. For a free skills assessment with the
Tennis
Director call 561-642-2743 or contact the Membeership
Director Heath McDaniel at 561-642-2733.

ELISEO SERR ANO
Tennis Director at Brian Piccolo Tennis Center
9501 Sheridan St.
Cooper City, FL 33024
954-437-9983
Cell: 786-346-3309
www.bvrianpiccolotenniscenter.com
ERIC HECHTMAN
Tennis Director
Royal Palm Tennis Club
Miami, FL
786-797-1806
Ehecht33@gmail.com
USPTA Certified
Eric coached over 20 players that have played college tennis
within the last 5 years. Recently coached Chase Perez-Blanco, who
was USTA Junior Competitive Player of the Year for 2013. Eric
also received the 2013 USTA Junior Competitive Coach of the
Year Award. As a player he is the All-Time wins leader at the
University of Miami and team captain for three years. Also was hitting partner for Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal, and Venus Williams.
At 30 years old still plays tournaments and in 2011 was #1 in
Men’s Open in Florida, winning tournaments like the Turkey Bowl,
USTA Men’s National Clay Courts, and Florida US Open National
Playoffs.
ERIC K ANTOR TENNIS ACADEMY
BROWARD COUNTY
954-258-0745
info@ekatennis.com
Eric Kantor is a High Performance coach who has and con
tinues to work with many players with Sectional, National
and World rankings. The EKTA trains juniors at all levels
from beginners programs to competitive players. We also
offer programs to adults from lessons to league play.
GUSTAVO ORIBE
Tennis Director for Turnberry Isle Miami
19999 West Country Club Drive
Aventura, FL 33180
Afterschool juniors tennis programs, group clinics and private
instruction, match-play, holiday tennis camps, fantasy week
ends with #8 ATP world-ranked player, Guillermo Ca as
tennis@turnberryislemiami.com
(305) 816-6692
GARY K ES L, PhD
Boca Country Club
17751 Boca Club Drive
Boca Raton, FL 33487
561-447-3875
gary.kesl@waldorfastoria.com
Former tour player with knowledge of human body/mental
game. Grand Slam, Davis Cup/Fed Cup coach, 4 Jr Wimbledon
winners, Orange Bowl, Easter Bowl, Sunshine Cup, NCAA
champ, and developed many top college players.
HEINZ SHADY
Head Professional City Program
Sunrise Tennis Club
9605 W. Oakland Park Blvd.
Sunrise, FL 33351
954-578-3414
www.cityofsunrise.org/2parks_tenniscp.html
Home of the BMW Tennis Championship
www.sunrisetenis.com
LAURENT LECLERC
Tennis Director
The Midtown Athletic Club
2300 Royal Palm Boulevard
Weston, Fl 33326
954-384-3042
www.midtown.com/weston
Email: Laurent.leclerc@midtown.com

K EVIN MCCARTHY
Tennis Center of Coral Springs
2575 Sportsplex Dr.
Coral Springs, FL 33065
954-344-1840
E-mail: KMCCARTHY@CORALSPRINGS.ORG
www.CSTENNIS.ORG
Tennis Director for City of Coral Springs since 1989, USPTA
P-1, past president USPTA/Florida Division
NES TOR BRICENO TENNIS
Home of Jr. Champions and USA 3 times National Tennis
Champion.
Pembroke Pines, FL, Washington DC and New York
561-502-5667
Come train with us. We are the BEST!!!!. 3 USA locations,
All levels Junior Competitive Tennis from Beginners to the
High Performance Tournament players. USTA Quick Start
Tennis. Best College tennis advisory team. All seasons tennis
camps and lessons!. Summer Tennis camps and after school
program.
nestorbriceno@bellsouth.net
www.bricenotennisacademy.com
PABLO ARRAYA
ATP Pros Teaching Professional Style
Crandon Park Golf Course
Key Biscayne, FL
305-361-5263
Cell: 786-286-5752
www.tennisarraya.com
E-mail: parraya@aol.com
Former Top 30 ATP in the world
PIERRE ARNOLD
Director of Tennis / City of Pembroke Pines .
Pembroke Lakes Tennis Center.
10500 Taft Street , Pembroke Pines , FL 33026.
954 232 8267
arnoldtennis4@gmail.com
RUBEN LAMOTHE
Big 5 Club
600 SW?97th Ave.
Miami, FL?33174
Email: tennis123544@cs.com
Phone: 786-247-0160
All levels of coaching. Former ATP player and Davis Cup
captain.
ROBERT GOMEZ
Professional Tennis Operations Supervisor
Kerdyk Biltmore & Salvadore Park Tennis Centers
Coral Gables
305-460-5360 (Biltmore), 305-460-5333 (Salvadore)
USPTA High Performance Coach Certified
European Tennis Registry Certified National Coach
2016 USPTA Facility Manager of the Year
2014 USPTA Touring Professional of the Year
2011 USPTA S. Miami Professional of the Year
2008 USTA Florida Junior Development Coach of the Year
TODD RUBINS TEIN, Ed.S
Sunshine State Tennis
Lauderdale Tennis Club
600 Tennis Club Drive
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33311
954-588-0609
www.SunshineStateTennis.com
todd@SunshineStateTennis.com
Director of Competitive Tennis, Lauderdale Tennis Club
Private Lessons/Clinics; Works with all levels, especially
tournament players

High Performance Director: Luis Brest
Email: luisbrest@midtown.com

ADD YOUR TENNIS FACILITY AND NAME
TO THE LISTS AT A NOMINAL ANNUAL COST.
CALL 954-431-4069 OR E-MAIL FLTENNIS@AOL.COM
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